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INTRODUCTION 
Philadelphia, Aug. 18, 1794 


Dear Sir: In a former letter I mentioned the relishes of salt fish usual at 
breakfast and supper in this country; they are chiefly of shad, a name given them 
by the first settlers, from their having some resemblance to that fish, though in 
fact they are very different; and indeed this is the case with almost every fish, bird, 
and other animal these Anglo- Americans took it into their heads to christen. it isa 
great pity they did not call those peculiar to this continent by their Indian names; 
and this should also have been the case with mountains, lakes, rivers, etc. What 
man of any taste will not prefer the sonorous sounds of Susquana, Patapsico, 
Allegany, Raphanock, Potomack, and other Indian titles to such ioe appellations 
as Cape Cod, Mud Island, Catfish, Sheepshead-fish, whip-poor-will, etc. 


Wm. Priest. Travels in the U. S. of America; 
commencing in the year 1783, and ending in 1797. 
London, 1802, p. 67. 


Through all times, mankind, his races and individuals, have attached vernacular 
names to things animate and inanimate. When scientists came to evolve scientific 
schemas, scientific terms to designate categories from kingdom, class to subspecies, 
we came to term the vernacular names in our own language as common names, in 
contradistinction to the Latinized specific, generic and other names the scientist 
employs. 

ENGLISH POISONOUS NAMES: ADDER, ASPIC, VIPER 


The Anglo-Saxon people, like other races, when they ventured into new lands, 
proceeded from the known to the unknown and often sought to find a seeming 
counterpart of their old environment. Thus we have a redstart, a robin, a blackbird, 
and other birds in America designated by names applied to birds of altogether 
different groups from those of the British Isles. In America the English-speaking 
peoples soon began employing snake terms of their former environment. There 
being few kinds of snakes in Europe, they had a —— of names as compared with 
some regions or races. Early these names (1. Adder, 2. Aspic, 3. Viper) appeared. 
1. ADDER 

This was a term early employed for the native or common viper of Britain. It 
soon came to be applied to the asp, deaf adder, chotti adder, horned adder, puff 
adder, of the Old World. It is not surprising that this term used in Europe, Asia or 
Africa for diverse poisonous snakes, soon became applied in at least 31 different 
forms in four different poisonous (Agkistrodon, Micrurus) or 17 supposedly poisonous 
(Heterodon, Lampropeltis, Pituophis, Elaphe, Storeria, and Natrix) species of North 
ee Twenty-six of the 46 usages are in the genus Heterodon. They (46 in 

) are: 


This paper is another by-product of a proposed Handbook of Snakes of U. S. A. The body 
of this paper was given at a meeting of the A, S. I. H. in bad oagree goo — years ago. 
The manuscript therefore needed revision of its scientific names and Mr. C. Perkins did 
this kindly office and proof-reading for the author. To him and to Major. Ohieuen Grant we 
are deeply indebted.—A. H. W. 





x ADDER 
Adder. ).)....< a H. platyrhinos Puffing adder 


yrhinos |= Puffing adderv............ H. nasicus 
L. d. triangulum H. platyrhinos 
G iP. c. affinis H. simus 
: : i Cc. Pcs al Red adder................... A. c. mokeson 
x at’ /. = peg ter kag Sand adder................ HH. platyrhinos 
BYagk adder,.<,32_4.... H. platyrhinos Speckled adder......... L. g. holbrooki 
Black watér adder...N. s. sipedon P. c. sayi 
Blowitrg-adder.......... H. platyrhinos Speckled chain 
H. nasicus tt t=) eee P. c. sayi 
H. simus otted adder........... .v. vulpi 
Checquered adder....H. platyrhinos we ‘ r 2 pee 
— spreading . is S. dekayi 
ES EE Se H. platyrhinos : 
Copper adder............ A. c. mokeson Spots spreading $8. platyehine 
Coral agder............:4 eres —60lCl Leer » oer . 
Deaf addev................. A. c. mokeson Spotted water 5 
H. platyrhinos CCE eRe nee N. s. sipedon 
Death addev............... A. c. mokeson Spreading adder.......H. nasicus 
Flat head addev........ H. platyrhinos H. platyrhinos 
Flat-headed adder...H. platyrhinos : H. simus 
Great adder............... S. c. catenatus Three-striped 
Hissing addev............ H. platyrhinos cele ea Se T. o. ordinatus 
Hog-nose addev........ H. platyrhinos Water adder.............. N. rhombifera 
Hog-nosed addev......H. platyrhinos N. s. fasciata 
North American N. s. sipedon 
TS eae. H. platyrhinos Western Hog- 
Putt adder...........-<.. H. p. browni nosed addev........... H. nasicus 
H. platyrhinos Western spread- 
H. nasicus ing @dqerT............... H. nasicus 
2. ASPIC 


Apparently not enough of the “old devil” or “wise old serpent” was implied 
in the terms “asp” or “aspic”. The former does not appear in cur common names 
at all and “aspic,” the poetic form of asp, appears once in Louisiana. The Americans 
apparently could put more feeling and emphasis on adder and viper. 

Aspic ...N. taxispilota 


3. VIPER 


The abundant viper of Europe and the only one of the British Isles has supplied 
a long list of American cemmon names for snakes. In English-speaking countries 
it came to be used as also is adder, for any venomous, dangerous, or repulsive snake. 
In the Century Dictionary, we have “In the United States the name is commonly but 
erroneously applied to various spotted snakes, especially to some supposed to be 
venomous, but in fact innocuous; as in water viper, Ancistrodon piscivorus, the 
water moccasin, poisonous; the blowing viper and black viper Heterodon platyrhinos 
and H. nigra, both harmless though both of formidable and repulsive aspect.” The 
same source gives another definition: “Any venomous serpent except a rattle- 
snake; a viperine; a colubriform and not Crotaline serpent... .” 


A glance at the 40 instances under viper reveals that a least 9, or one-fourth of 
the list, are crotaline, that the Crotalidae are “pit vipers”, Agkistrodon has viper 
names and that Crotalus atricaudatus appears as “American viper.” The Spreading 
adders (Heterodon) comprise half of the examples. Neither do most people of today 
think of the ring-necked snake, the corn snake or the coachwhip as repulsive, 
formidable, or ugly, yet they have acquired viper names. Three species at least 
have the simple “Viper”, namely: the copperhead, the spreading adder, and the 
coral snake. This last instance lends some color to the non-crotaline venomous 
interpretation, i. e., crotaline snakes, coral snakes, with Crotalus (except horridus) 
and Sistrurus excluded from the interpretation. 


VIPER 
Viper............-----.-+-+++eAe contortrix Blow vipet................. H. platyrhinos 
<5 a> ogy Blowing vipev........... H. platyrhinos 

American vipev........ = " seepeetetee 4 ps soon ° 
Biack Viper........-....«2 . platyrhinos : 2 
Black viper snake....H. platyrhinos Brown vipe?.............. (C. tisphona) 
Black blowing Common western 

271, H. platyrhinos hog-nosed viper....H. nasicus 
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Copper viper............. (A. m. cupreus) 
A.c. mokeson 


Hissing viper............. H. platyrhinos 
Hog nose vipet.......... H. platyrhinos 


Hog-nosed viper....... H. platyrhinos 

H. simus 
Nasal viper............... .M. £. flagellum 
N. A. water viper.....A. piscivorus 
PAE WADOR oss cccccccsesenen ..Crotalidae 

C. h. atricaudatus 
Poison vipe-.............- C. h. horridus 
Punctated viper....... H. platyrhinos 
Red vipet...................D. p. punctatus 





Sand viper................. A. c. mokeson 
H. platyrhinos 
H. nasicus 
H. simus 
Small brown viper... H. striatula 
Snubby viper............ H. simus 
Spotted viper............ E. guttata 
Spread head viper....H. platyrhinos 
Spreading vipet........ H. nasicus 
H. platyrhinos 
Striated viper........... H. striatula 
Water viper............... A. piscivorus 
N. s. sipedon 
N. s. fasciata 
Whip-like nasal 
oO EE RE. M. f. flagellum 


ASIATIC POISONOUS TERMS 
Only one instance appears, namely, American cobra . . . Micrurus f. fulvius. 


AMERICAN VENOMOUS NAMES 


In general, we have employed the English names 
venomous or supposedly venomous snakes, We have mainly one American term to 
indicate the same meaning, namely moccasin. There are 53 uses in all, 23 different 
species or forms involved, 15 usages in poisonous snakes, 38 in non-poisonous 


snakes, of which 25 are Natrix. 


MOCCASIN 


Moccasin.................... A. contortrix 
A. piscivorus 
N. e. transversa 
N. s. fasciata 
N. s. pictiventris 
N. s. sipedon 
N. taxispilota 


T. e. couchii 
T. e. hydrophila 
T.s. proximus 
Mockeson.................... H. platyrhinos 
Bay moccasin............ N. s. clarkii 
Black moccasin......... A. piscivorus 
L. g. getulus 
Blunt-tailed 
moccasin................ A. piscivorus 
Copper-bellied 
moccasin................. N. e. erythrogaster 
Copperbelly 
moccasin............2 N. s. confluens 
Copperhead 
moccasin................ A. contortrix 
Cottomouth 
moccasin................ A. piscivorus 


Diamond moccasin...N. rhombifera 
Diamond-back 


moccasin................. N. rhombifera 

Dryland moccasin....A. contortrix 
False moccasin........... N. rhombifera 
N. taxispilota 


Highland moccasin..(A. atrofuscus) 
A. contortrix 


House moccasin........ L. d. triangulum 


Lowland moccasin...A. piscivorus 
Moccasin snake........ N. s. fasciata 

N. s. sipedon 
Moccasin garter 


AD [ee T. e. couchii 
Moccasin water 

CL SEE are N. s. sipedon 
Mountain 

MOCCASIN........:0c.c2 H. platyrhinos 
Mud moccasin........... N. s. sipedon 


North American 
moccasin snake.....N. s. fasciata 
Orange-bellied 


WIQUCESIN >... sccnice N. e. erythrogaster 
Rusty moccasin........ A. piscivorus 
Salt water 

moccasin................. N. s. clarkii 


N. s. compressicauda 
Spread-head 


TAOCCORIN....55. 0552.20 H. platyrhinos 
Striped moccasin.....N. s. clarkii 
N. grahamii 
N. rigida 
Stump tail 
moccasin................ A. piscivorus 


(A. p. pugnax) 
Troost’s moccasin.....(A. atrofuscus) 
Water moccasin........ A. piscivorus 
N. e. transversa 
N. s. fasciata 

N. s. sipedon 
(Natrix, several 

species) 


INDIAN NAMES 


Priest in our introductory quotation alluded to the desirability of employing 
Indian names for the common names of our animals. The idea never prevailed in 
herpetologic names, A scientist tried to give an Indian name to a genus of snake, 
namely Osceola, but it went into synonymy. We have Osceola snake for the 
Floridan form of the scarlet king snake. The only apparent Indian name to appear 
is Massasauga. Its forms follow: 
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INDIAN NAMES 











M uga ..Crotalus v. viridis Massasauga 
Sistrurus rattlesnake....__..... S. c. catenatus 
(S. c. consors) Prairie 
- - races oll massasauga............ S. c. catenatus 
Massauga S. c. catenatus ao. Sa ae s ot 7 
Massasaugert.............. S. c. catenatus ie mga = ©. Sa 
Black massasauga....S. c. catenatus Sauger......................-- S. c. catenatus 
Eastern Texas massasauga....(S. c. consors) 
Massasuaga........... S. c. catenatus The massasauga....... S. c. catenatus 
Edward’s Western 
massasauga............ S. c. tergeminus massasauga............ S. c. tergeminus 


ABUNDANCE, FREQUENCY, OCCURRENCE, ETC. 


In this category come a group of terms or adjective modifiers which center 

about “Common,” “Ordinary,” “The,” “The False,” “True,” etc. 
COMMON 

In one instance the New English Dictionary speaks of “Common” as “Used to 
indicate the most familiar or most frequently occurring kind of species of any 
thing, which requires no specific name: esp. of plants and animals, in which the 
epithet tends to become part of the specfiic name, as.in the Common Nightshade, 
Common snake, etc.” In general, the most widespread species, or the first described 
species, or more likely the Atlantic seaboard species, may eventually be called 
Common. In several instances the Common is not exclusive to the eastern form 
and a middle western form also comes to share the same name. Couplets such as 
these occur in Coluber, Diadophis, Crotalus, Heterodon, Natrix and Thamnophis. 
See the following table. Also the combining “the” enters a few “common” combina- 
tions and one eastern, mid-western and one western species, i. e., Thamnophis o. 
ordinatus, T. r. radix and T. o, parietalis share, “The common garter snake.” Eighteen 
different forms have been dubbed “Common” in the 34 cases found. 





COMMON 
Common black Common 
ENR Ss occas ccctesccecs! C. c. constrictor rattlesnake............! C. adamanteus 
C. c. flaviventris C. horridus 
Common bull C. h. atricaudatus 
EERE os oc nn Se P. melanoleucus Countach C. v. viridis 
ioe chain L stuns necked snake......... D. p. punctatus 
eRcuueee "39 Common spreading 
Common coral a i reas H. platyrhinos 
snake phavehnishemesneasanede M. a; fulvius Common striped 
Common garter aD ie eee T. o. ordinatus 
ee T. o. ordinatus Common streaked 
T. o. parietalis NSS OLE TE: T. o. ordinatus 
T. radix Common timber 
Common green 42112) Se oe C. h. atricaudatus 
ee O. vernalis Common timber 
O. v. blanchardi rattlesnake............ C.h. horridus 
Common hog-nosed Common water 
| RR H. platyrhinos snake N. s. fasciata 
Common king N. s. pleuralis 
| ee L. g. getulus N. s. sipedon 
Common little Common western 
ring-necked hog-nosed viper....H. nasicus 
0 D. p. stictogenys The common 
Common milk black snake........... C. c. constrictor 
| eee a L. d. triangulum The common 
Common pine garter snake.......... T. o. ordinatus 
SRA P. melanoleucus T. o. parietalis 
Common rattler........ C. horridus The common tim- 
C. h. atricaudatus ber rattlesnake.....C. horridus 


ORDINARY 
Sometimes one discovers “ordinary” given as a synonym of “common.” Inasmuch 
as this study is not complete, the author believes he will find more examples of the 
use of “ordinary” and he vaguely recalls seeing more such items: To date only 
two cases are at hand, namely, Ordinary Spotted Garter Snake, T. o. ordinatus, and 
Ordinary Garter Snake, T. o. ordinatus. 
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THE 

“The” and “Common” are almost interchangeable or synonymous in common 
names. Seldom do we get the combination “The common.” If “the” be employed, 
usually the implied Common is elided, Over twenty examples have accumulated 
in each category, 21 in the “The” class, 21 in the “Common” group, and only four 
in the combined “The Common” category. Far more examples of “The” emphasis 
could be found if needed. “The” or “Common” name of the first described or 
common representative of the East comes often to be the collective name for the 
group. Witness the rattlesnake, garter snake, pine snake, ring-necked snake, water 
snake now applied as group names. Again as we have progressed in population, we 
find representatives in other parts of the country bearing “The” emphasis. Thus 
'‘C, horridus, C. adamanteus, C. atrox, C. viridis, and C. v. oreganus have at times 
been dubbed The rattlesnake, in other words, no longer the exclusive possession of 
C. horridus. In a similar manner the garter snake, T. 0. ordinatus, has had to share 
“The” appellation. Some of “The” examples are: 


The banded The plains 

rattlesnake............ C. horridus garter snake.......... T. radix 
The black snake....... C. c. constrictor The prairie 
The charina............... C. bottae rattlesnake 
The copperhead........ A. contortrix massasauga............ S. c. catenatus 
The coral snake........ M. £. fulvius The racine 
The diamond garter snake.......... T.r. radix 

on 2 N. rhombifera The red-bellied 
The garter snake......T. o. ordinatus Teh. eR ae S. occipitomaculata 
The green snake....... O. vernalis The red-bellied 
The lined snake........ T. lineatum water snake........... N. e. erythrogaster 
The little The red snake........... C. a. amoenus 

brown snake.......... T. o. ordinatus The riband snake.....T. s. sirtalis 
The massasauga....... S. c. catenatus The striped snake.....T. 0. ordinatus 
The moccasin............ A. piscivorus The water snake....... N. s. sipedon 

THE TRUE 


We have seen other examples of the “true” type of name but in this present 
accumulation have found only three to date, namely: The True Black Snake for 
C. c. constrictor, True Horn Snake for A. piscivorus, True Snake for O, aestivus, 


FALSE 

One might suspect this adjective to be applied more frequently than is actually 
the case in snakes. Some groups of animals employ it more. Four examples: False 
moccasin, Natrix taxispilota; false coral snake, Cemophora coccinea and L. d. 
doliata, and Say’s false rattlesnake, S. c. tergeminus, have thus far appeared. 

Some “bastard” trems are employed as “false” synonyms. Witness “bastard 
rattlesnake,” H. platyrhinos, and bastard horn snake, L. g. getulus. 

PERSONAL NAMES 

Personal names are quite frequent in herpetologic literature as in that of other 
groups. They fall into three classes: collector, the namer, the person honored or 
other persons. 

1. THE PERSON WHO COLLECTED THE MATERIAL. 

This may mean the actual collector or it may be as frequently the person from 
whom the material is actually obtained. Frequently the name may be after the 
commander of the expedition or the person who had control of the collection. 


THE COLLECTOR 


Arny’s ring-neck DeKay’s brown 
TS ee: D. p. arnyi Se A eR: S. d. texana 
Arny’s ring- S. d. wrightorum 
necked snake......... D. p. arnyi DeKay’s ground 
Barbour’s pigmy ec octidcccsccoxcaan S. dekayi 
rattlesnake............ S. m. barbouri DeKay’s little 
Blaney’s snake.......... H. v. valeriae ground snake........S. d. texana 
Brown’s flat-nosed S. dekayi 
UREN cong occas ce P. b. browni Edward’s 
Brown’s leaf-nosed massasauga........... S. c. tergeminus 
Seis. P, browni Eisen’s king snake...L. z. multicincta 
Cooper’s garter Emory’s coluber....... E. laeta 
ol eee. T. ordinoides Emory’s garter 
Couch’s garter “Cs Ee ae T. s. megalops 
ae T. e. couchii Emory’s rat snake....E. laeta 
Couch’s water Fairie’s (Fairey’s) 
_ eee T. e. couchii garter snake.......... T. s. proximus 
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Fairie’s ribbon 


REIC Goons oct cocsstScccne! T. Ss. proximus 
Graham’s 
Salvadora............... S. grahamiae 


S. hexalepis 
Graham’s snake........ S. grahamiae 


Pickering’s garter 
cle eee T. o. concinnus 
Price’s rattler.......... C. p. pricei 
Price’s rattlesnake...C. p. pricei 
Red-bellied 
DeKay’s snake......S. 0. occipitomaculata 





S. hexalepis Ridgway’s king 
Harter’s water S12)2. <i ee L. g. nigra 
2 a er N. harteri Say’s bull snake........ P. c. sayi 
Hoy’s garter snake...T. radix Say’s pine snake....... P. c. sayi 
Irwin’s snake............. H. t. ochrorhyncha Schott’s racer............ M. t. schotti 
Kennerly’s hog- Strecker’s pigmy 
(Se aes H. n. kennerlyi rattlesnake............ S. m. streckeri 
Kirn’s dark-headed Sumichrast’s 
LS ER TS (T. kirnia) garter snake.......... T. sumichrasti 
Le Conte’s snake......R. lecontei Taylor’s ground 
Lindheimer’s snake S. e. taylori 
COLUDEY. ...W:5.--.20--50.- E. o. lindheimeri Taylor’s snake........... S. e. taylori 
Lindheimer’s pilot...E. o. lindheimeri Valeria Blaney’s 
Lindheimer’s Bile ee ee H. v. valeriae 
pilot snake............. E. o. lindheimeri Valeria’s snake......... H. v. valeriae 
Lindheimer’s . H. v. elegans 
TAVISOOKC.....0.-..<0c0s- E. o. lindheimeri Wilcox’s black- 
Lindheimer’s headed snake........ T. wilcoxi 
5 re E. o. lindheimeri Willard’s rattler....... C. willardi 
Loding’s pine Wilkinson’s lyre 
BO ees dcccccess P. m. lodingi STAKE sc esse T. vilkinsonii 
Long’s garter Wilkinson’s snake... T. vilkinsonii 
ee eee T. s. proximus Xantus’ snake........... H. torquata 
Marcy’s garter Yarrow’s 
2) ea T. marcianus Dromicus..............- R. flavilata 
THE NAMER 
2. THE PERSON WHO NAMED THE SPECIES OR SUB-SPECIES. 
Blainville’s king Hay’s snake............... S. d. victa 
Le L. g. californiae Kennicott’s black- 
Blancharda’s black- headed snake........ T. nigriceps 
headed snake........T. utahensis Kennicott’s + a 
Blanchard’s pine wd maa 
CLE eee P. m. lodingi Snake L. calligaster 
Blanchard’s red Kennicott’s 
king snake............. (L. e. virginiana) rattlesnake... C. lepidus 
Blanchard’s water Kennicott’s snake.... A. e. elegans 
co eae N. s. confluens 


Catesby’s tisphone...(C. tisphona) 
Cope’s garter 
Uae T.e. biscutatus 


Cope’s milk snake....T. d. amaura 
Cope’s water 


BI ecco ccc cctacd N. s. pictiventris 
Dunn’s black 

UMM ao olciycisce nt ccs ad C. c. priapus 
Garman’s snake........ (A. inornatus) 
Garman’s blind 

oC eee L. myopica 
Gunther’s black- 


headed snake........ T. atriceps 
Hallowell’s coach- 


whip snake............. M. lateralis 
Hallowell’s 

ground snake........ C. occipitalis 
Hallowell’s water 

i ee N. e. transversa 
Harlan’s chain 

2 SSS ae L. calligaster 


Klauber’s blind ny 
SOC ie oe kckces Leptotyphieps: 


(many more) (several) 
Red-bellied = 

2 oo ree S. occipitomaculata 
Reuss’ garter i> Cc 


SARC noses asco ccsie T. eques : 
Say’s chain snake.....L. calligaster 
Say’s false | 
rattlesnake............ S. c. tergerfinus 
Say’s garter snake...T. 0. parietalis SAS 
T.s. proximus=——" 
Say’s ribbon snake...T. s. proximus 
Schlegel’s snake....... D. margaritiferus 


Storer snake.............. S. occipitomaculata 
Storer’s brown 

SS aaa S. occipitomaculata 
Storer’s grass 

CECE 6S eae ee Ie S. occipitomaculata 
Storer’s snake........... S. occipitomaculata 
Tanner’s blind 

cS ee es L. h. utahensis 


Troost’s moccasin.....(A. atrofuscus) 


3. THE PERSON (NON-COLLECTOR) AFTER WHOM THE SPECIES IS NAMED. 
Various persons more or less interwoven in the science of herpetological 
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history appear in this list. Just as ichthyologists such as Jordan, Eigenmann, Hubbs 
and others have honored their wives by using the Christian name for specific names, 


so Helen and Valeria have come into herpetologic names. The first in the group 3 
and the second in the group 1. 


PERSONS HONORED 


Helen’s snake............ C. a. helenae 


Agassiz’s water 
snake 








Baird’s coluber....... .. E. bairdi 
Baird’s pilot snake...E. bairdi 
Baird’s rat snake......E. bairdi 
Barbour’s racet........ .M. barbouri 
Barbour’s pigmy 

rattlesnake............ S. m. barbouri 
Blanchard’s 

ground snake........ S. s. blanchardi 
Blanchard’s 

western 

ground snake........ S. s. blanchardi 
Brown’s hog- 

nosed snake........... H. p. browni 
Butler’s garter 

Jo 5 Sate. T. butleri 
Catesby’s small 

snake S. m. miliarius 
Churchill’s bull 

snake P. c. catenifer 


Cora Kennicott’s 
snake 


N. s. clarkii 


N. s. clarkii 


N. kirtlandii 





Couch’s garter 


Couch’s water 


Couper’s garter 


OS EE 


Couper’s snake 
Deckert’s chicken 


Eisen’s black- 


headed snake....... 


Emory’s pilot 


Emory’s racev.......... 


Gloyd’s western 


ground snake....... 
Gloyd’s fox snake... 


Hallowell’s 


rattlesnake........... 


Hallowell’s 
et | rear 
Hammond’s garter 


Neen: 


T. e. gigas 


N. valida 


.N. e. transversa 


N. valida 


.D. c. couperi 


D. c. couperi 


E. o. deckerti 


EE. o. deckerti 
T. eiseni 


(E. emoryi) 


. (E. emoryi) 
Emory’s snake.......... 
Evans’ king snake... 
Fox’s black snake.... 
Fox’s black snake.... 
Fox’s blue racer....... 
E. vulpina 


(E. emoryi) 


.L. calligaster 


.C. c. flaviventris 
E. v. vulpina 
.C. c. constrictor 


.(M. t. girardi) 


.S.s. gloydi 


E. v. gloydi 


.C. Vv. oreganus 


..T. gracilis 
.T. e. hammondii 


N. e. erythrogaster 


Helen Teunison’s 
snake 





Helen’s worm 
snake 


C. a. helenae 


C. a. helenae 





Holbrook’s king 


snake 


L. calligaster 





Holbrook’s snake..... 
Holbrook’s water 
snake 


LL. calligaster 





Huey’s garter 


Kirtland’s 
rattlesnake............ 


N. rhombifera 


LA ee T.e. hueyi 


S. c. catenatus 


Kirtland’s snake....... N. kirtlandii 


Kirtland’s water 


[1 nay N. kirtlandii 


Klauber’s ground 
snake 


C. o. klauberi 





Mitchell’s 


rattlesnake............ 


Mosauer’s ground 
snake 


C. mitchellii 


S. mosaueri 





Osten sacken’s 


garter snake.......... T.s. sackenii 


Osten sacken’s 


ribbon snake......... 


Perkins’ leaf- 


T.s. sackenii 


nosed snake........... P. d. perkinsi 


.T. 0. pickeringii 


P. m. ruthveni 


Ruthven’s racev........ M. t. ruthveni 


Sacken’s garter 
snake 


T.s. sackenii 








Say’s bull snake........ P. c. sayi 
Say’s king snake....... L. g. getulus 
Say’s pine snake....... P.c. sayi 
Stejneger’s racer......C. c. stejnegerianus 
Storer’s snake........... (T. storeroides) 
Strecker’s hook- 

nosed snake........... F. streckeri 
Strecker’s pigmy 

rattlesnake............. S. m. streckeri 
Twining’s garter 

snake T. radix 
Van Denburgh’s 

lyre snake.............. T. vandenburghi 
Van Denburgh’s 


ring-neck snake....D. a. modestus 


Van Denburgh’s 
ring-necked 
snake 


D. a. vandenburghi 


D. a. vandenburghi 





Wagner’s crowned 
snake 


T.c. wagneri 





Wagner’s miter 
snake 


T.c. wagneri 





Wright’s brown 


i RE S. d. wrightorum 











ae 











—— 

















GENUS 

In 53 instances the less known small snakes have been sometimes given common 
names employing the genus name. This is especially true of such genera as 
Leptotyphlops, Rhadinea, Sonora, Tantilla and Virginia. Amongst the medium sized 
or larger snakes only Salvadora, the Loding’s Pine Snake, and some of the Elaphe 
(chicken snakes) have come into this practice. 








GENUS 
I S05 cn idlerinerpathbionintsckecanioennsarercneceatl Arizona snake, A. e. elegans 
et sdci 0 schte sannidsserbacheoesnticonnspeonmsiosesil The Charina, C, bottae 
Chilopoma Red-spotted Chilopoma (C. rufopunctatum) 


Coluber (formerly employed for Elaphe).Baird’s Coluber, E. bairdi 
Black Coluber, E. o. obsoleta 
Davis Mt. Coluber, E. subocularis 
Emory’s Coluber, E. laeta 
Four-banded Coluber, E., o. quadrivittata 
Four-lined Coluber, E. o. quadrivittata 
Gray Coluber, E. o. confinis 
Lindheimer’s Coluber, E. o. lindheimeri 
Red Coluber, E. guttata 
Red-headed Coluber, E. guttata 

: E. o. confinis 
E. o. quadrivitiata 

Smooth-scaled Coluber, A. e. elegans 
Spotted Coluber, E. guttata 


DrOMicusS........-.--2.-..--20--eecece--ee0c0s01-e+e+eseseeeeesu-....© arTow’s Dromicus, R. flavilata 
oo aden cccancencavsccucksrovancuteseacee Elaps harlequin snake, M. f. fulvius 
Er a Osceola’s snake (L. e. elapsoides) 
DRT 52a cca acs conn cass csnuesnacevakovsccueette St. Lucas Phimothyra (P. grahamiae) 
(eR ES eee nner Black Pituophis, P. m. lodingi 
hac Ra Se dS 5S Rea ean OP aN ae California Rena, L. humilis 

Texas Rena, L. dulcis 
SNEED es gE core oe sesh vc ence Cigeptadeescasienk Graham’s Salvadora, S. grahamiae 


S. hexalepis 
(2 yA el db RO RT scale er fase RENE oN ered Sonora, S. episcopa 
S. semiannulata 
Sonora ring snake, S. semiannulata 


5 1 Tea ees, Oc un rere es PRX. Red-bellied Storeria, S. occipitomaculata 
UREN UREN cc, cc csaduonceacdebdecessats -ccecessssesesese.-......bantilla, T. coronata 
T. eiseni 


T. gracilis 
T. nigriceps 
Arizona Tantilla, T. wilcoxi 
Blackheaded Tantilla, T. atriceps 
T. eiseni 
T. nigriceps 
California Tantilla, T. eiseni 
Crowned Tantilla, T. coronata 
Flatheaded Tantilla, T. planiceps 
Graceful Tantilla, T. gracilis 
Hallowell’s Tantilla, T. gracilis 
Sonoran Tantilla, T. atriceps 
T. nigriceps 
T. utahensis 
Tantilla snake, T, coronata 
ALS EES sae Elegant Virginia (V. v. elegans) 
Virginia Brown snake (V. v. elegans) 
Virginia snake (V. v. elegans) 
(V. v. valeriae) 
Virginia’s snake (V. v. elegans) 


(V. v. valeriae) 
HABITAT 

Forty or more habitats appear in the 403 common names having an adjective 
designating some type of habitat or vegetational association. One-fourth of them 
are some form of water snake (112). Another third of the names are of two 
groups; two adjectives with about a third of the 403 (ground 81; gopher 30); six 
adjectives with ten—23 examples each (desert, 17; house, 11; grass, 16; mountain, 
14; pine, 23, and rock, 10) or 1/5 of the total. In other words only nine adjectives 
enter three-fourths of the 40 habitat names, 
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These habitats 


are: 
















































































Bay 1 Grass £0 csBtWRUET i... 2 
ROMER oo open schcatevcapcssceesess Te. COO a RRR te aa eatiam 81 Sand 9 
Bouomland __.................. 1 Hardwood . & Bea 2 
Bush S mseniang 7 nck. 3 Sedge 1 
Cane 2 House 11 Swamp 9 
CS ce) ee aera Bee ae ee 6 
(CSS) ee A CST 8 1 eRe Oe 14 Tree 9 
Corn 6 Mud Be SE ane ae 1 
Corral 1 Oak 2 Water 112 
oy Nh ea aes 1 Pine 23 Willow 1 
Desert 17 Plains 3 Wood 2 
Fodder 1 Prairie as woodland ........ 5. 1 
Garden 1 Rock 10 ae 
Gopher BS FSRIRMATSEN ccc cc 1 NCE DX Fi Cee Pe i 403 
HABITAT 


Bay moccasin............ 
Beech snake............... 
Bottomland 
rattlesnake 
Bush snake 


Green bush snake... 
Cane braker 
Cane rattler............... 
Canebrake rattler... 
Canebrake 
rattlesnake............ 
Chaparral patch- 
nosed snake........... 
Corn snake...........:.. 


Corral snake.............. 

Desert boa.............--.. 
bull snake.............. 
burrowing 
1s aS 
diamond back....... 
diamond 
rattlesnake............. 
garter snake.......... 
1 ea 
ground snake 
king snake 
leaf-nosed 
NN cc ccs 
long-nosed 
eR. 
milk snake........... 
patch-nosed 
- | ene 
Rosy Oe... ....a 
0) 


worm snake........... 
Dryland moccasin... 


N. s. clarkii 
E. guttata 


C.h. atricaudatus 


grass garter 


L. a. septentrionalis 


O. aestivus 
O. aestivus 
C. h. atricaudatus 
C.h. atricaudatus 
C.h. atricaudatus 


C. h. atricaudatus 


S. h. virgultea 
E. guttata 

E. vulpina 

L. d. amaura 
L. d. gentilis 
L. d. syspila 
M. £. fulvius 
L. zonata 


.L. r. gracia 


P. c. deserticola 


C. occipitalis 
C. scutulatus 


C. atrox 

T. marcianus 

P. c. deserticola 
C. o. occipitalis 
L. g. yumensis 


P. d. perkinsi 


R. 1. clarus 


..L. g. yumensis 


S. h. hexalepis 
L. r. gracia 

C. o. annulatus 
C. o. klauberi 
C. o. occipitalis 
L. h. cahuilae 


.A. c. mokeson 


Fodder snake............ D. p. edwardsii 
Garden snake............ T. o. ordinatus 
Grass 


brown grass 
ES eR S. d. dekayi 
S. d. wrighiorum 





green grass 
SU eae. 


northern grass 





T. o. ordinatus 
O. aestivus 

O. vernalis 

S. d. wrightorum 
T. o. ordinatus 


O. aestivus 
O. vernalis 


IRONESID sc ccecenvcsctcnected O. v. vernalis 

smooth grass 

snake O. v. blanchardi 

Storer’s grass 

Sol) eS S. occipitomaculata 

striped grass 

CTS. ae aa T. o. ordinatus 
Ground 

banded ground 

RES. S. episcopa 


bicolor ground 


bicolored ground 


S. semiannulata 


S. episcopa 
S. semiannulata 


SIRE 58 oie cspesenancceee S. e. episcopa 


black-banded 
ground snake 


Carolina ground 


S.s. blanchardi 
S.s. gloydi 


S. episcopa 
S. semiannulata 


Lessctaycertuwetcaxiuue S. m. miliarius 


Rea: S. dekayi 


desert ground 


NS oe cocci mcscasecacd C. o. occipitalis 


eastern ground 


BRB os oc coceccccnccal C. a. amoenus 


Florida ground 
rattlesnake............ 
Gloyd’s western 
ground snake........ 
Grand Canyon 


H. v. valeriae 
S. m. miliarius 


S. s. gloydi 


ground snake......... S.s. gloydi 


Great Plains 
ground snake........ 
ground rattler 
ground 
rattlesnake 
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S. e. episcopa 
Sistrurus 


Sistrurus 
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ground snake........ H. striatula 


L. c. rhombomaculata 
Storeria 
T. coronata 
Haldea 
(Virginia) 
Hallowell’s 
ground snake........ S. occipitalis 
hardwood 
oS E. v. vulpina 
Klauber’s ground 
2 Sea: C. o. klauberi 
large ground 
rattlesnake............. (S. c. consors) 


; S. c. tergeminus 
Mexican ground 


rattlesnake............ S. ravus 

Mohave ground 

oo et C. o. occipitalis 

Mosauer’s ground 

Tio ene eS S. mosaueri 

Pacific ground 

LT ee ae (C. mitis) 

pigmy ground 

rattlesnake............. S. m. barbouri 
S. m. miliarius 

pinkish ground 

BC scot ccsnncccdices (S. m. miniata) 

prairie ground 

0S SOE ORE EER: S. e. episcopa 

red-bellied 

ground snake........ S. occipitomaculata 

ringed ground- 

“oko aes C. occipitalis 


S. semiannulata 
Saint George 


ground snake......... S.s. gloydi 
shovel-nosed 
ground snake......... C. o. annulata 


C. o. klauberi 
C. o. occipitalis 
Sonora ground 


rattlesnake............ (S. c. edwardsii) 
Sonora striped 

ground snake........ S. e. episcopa 
South Texas 

ground snake........ S. e. taylori 
southeastern 

ground 

rattlesnake S. m. barbouri 





S. m. miliarius 
southern ground 





rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 
southern ground 

snake H. striatula 
speckled ground 

OO. EEE D. margaritiferus 
spotted ground 

Se. H. v. valeriae 
striped ground 

snake S. s. linearis 





(S. m, miniata) 
S. s. semiannulatus 
Taylor’s ground 


MMI arnt cassiee' S. e. taylori 
Texas ground 
snake S. e. episcopa 





S. s. linearis 
(S. m. miniata) 
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tricolor ground 








snake C. o. annulata 
C. o. klauberi 
; C. o. occipitalis 
tricolored ground 
snake C. o. occipitalis 
two-banded 


ground snake........ C.o. klauberi 
vermilion 








ground snake......... (S. m. miniata) 

vermilion-lined 

ground snake......... S. s. linearis 

western ground 

snake H. v. elegans 

western ground 

rattlesnake............ S. m. streckeri 

yellow ground 

snake S. episcopa 
Highland addev......... L. d. triangulum 

moccasm =... 2.22 (A. atrofuscus) 


P A. contortrix 
House king snake.....E. guttata 
(L. e. elapsoides) 





MOCCARIMN 2 L. d. triangulum 
snake L. d. gentilis 
L. d. syspila 


L. d. triangulum 
L. c. rhombomaculata 


S. d. dekayi 
scarlet house 
SnSkes 3 L. d. amaura 
striped house 
snake E. o. quadrivittata 





Lowland moccasin...A. contortrix 
Mountain 
black snake............ E. o. lindheimeri 
E. o. obsoleta 
diamond-back....... C. molossus 








garter snake.......... T. e. elegans 
king snake............. L. zonata 
moccasin................ H. platyrhinos 
patchnosed 
cot) eae Aa ete: S. g. grahamiae 
pilot snake.............. E. o. obsoleta 
BOON ness ct eascvec (M. t. girardi) 

M. t. taeniatus 
TAlUCr C. h. horridus 
rattlesnake............ C.h. horridus 
timber rattler........ C. h. horridus 

Mud moccasin........... N. s. sipedon 

snake F. abacura 

L. alleni 

S. pygaea 
eastern mud 
15S ee F. a. abacura 
red-bellied mud 
snake S. pygaea 
western mud 
oY | a Ee: F. a. reinwarditii 

Oak 


live oak rattler...._E. o. confinis 
oak leaf rattler......L. g. getulus 
Pine 


black pine 

“et 3 ees: P. m. lodingi 
common pine 

LCL Lt a P. melanoleucus 
eastern pine 

snake P. melanoleucus 








Florida pine 
snake 


P,. m. mugitus 





Loding’s pine 


North American 


pine snake............ 


northern pine 
snake 


..P. m. lodingi 
..P. m, ruthveni 


..P. melanoleucus 





Pacific pine 


Say’s pine snake. 


southern pine 


“ee ee 


western pine 


Plains 

garter snake......... 
rattlesnake........... 
ribbon snake........ 
Prairie 


Arizona prairie 


oS aaa 


Arizona prairie 


rattlesnake........... 


dwarf prairie 


rattlesnake...... .... 


large prairie 


rattlesnake........... 


bull snake........... 


coach whip........... 
garter snake......... 


king snake............ 
massasauga.......... 


painted king 


RRINRONS 5 oo nyse pese 


rat snake 


rattlesnake........... 


Massasauga.......... 


ring-necked 


water snake....... 


small prairie 


rattlesnake............ 


the prairie 


rattlesnake........... 
Rock 


eastern rock 


rattlesnake............ 


green rock 


ot) ae 


lo ae 


..P. c. catenifer 
-Pituophis 


E. guitata 

E. v. vulpina 

L. g. getulus 

P. catenifer 

P. melanoleucus 


-P. c. sayi 


P. m. mugitus 


et. catenifer 


P.c. sayi 

T.s. proximus 
C. v. viridis 
.T. s. proximus 


C. v. nuntius 


C. v. nuntius 


.S. c. catenatus 


.C. v. viridis 
..P. c. affinis 


P. c. annectens 
P. c. sayi 


..M. £. testaceus 
-T. 0. parietalis 


T. radix 
L. calligaster 
S. c. catenatus 


L. d. gentilis 


.M. f. testaceus 


L. laeta 

C, atrox 

C. v. viridis 

S. c. catenatus 


.C. v. nuntius 


C. v. viridis 


.S. c. catenatus 


S. c. tergeminus 


.-D. p. arnyi 

.M. £. flagellum 
...-N. grahamii 
whip snake........... 


M. f. testaceus 


S. c. catenatus 


.S. c. catenatus 


C.1. lepidus 
C. 1. klauberi 





P. m. melanoleucus 
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green rock 


rattlesnake............ C.1. klauberi 
rock rattlesnake...C. horridus 
C. 1. lepidus 
rock snake.............. H. t. ochrorhyncha 
H. t. texana 
S. dekayi 
Texan rock 
PUR OT eco oc eet sc eee C. 1. iepidus 
Texan rock 
BROKC es icc H. t. texana 
Texas rock 
rattlesnake............ C.1. lepidus 
Texas rock 
TC) ee H. t. texana 
Salt marsh 
water snake...........N.s. clarkii 
Saltwater 
moccasin N. s. clarkii 
Saltwater snake....... N. s. clarkii 
Sand adder................. H. platyrhinos 
i A. erythrogrammus 
BROKE ..<-...0. 55s eee A. erythrogrammus 
T. gracilis 
T.nigriceps 
[0 i EE H. nasicus 
H. platyrhinos 
H. simus 
brown sand 
SITIES T. gracilis 
Sea 
bicolor sea 
Se) ee P, platurus 
yellow-bellied 
sea snake................ P. platurus 
Sedge 
brown sedge 
con 1 E. guttata 
Swamp 
black swamp 
BION Soest S. pygaea 


rattlesnake 
swamp snake........ 


Timber 
common timber 


common timber 


T. lineatum 


S. pygaea 
C.h. atricaudatus 
S. c. catenatus 


Geese ee S. c. catenatus 
LL. alleni 


S. pygaea 
Tropidoclonion 


seare ee heeee ccna C.h. atricaudatus 


rattlesnake............. C.h. horridus 

timber rattler........ C.h. atricaudatus 
C.h. horridus 

timber 

rattlesnake............. C. h. atricaudatus 
C.h. horridus 

Timber snake........ C. horridus 
E. vulpina 

Tree 

green tree 

BUI es Cocca O. aestivus 

pike-headed 

tree snake.............. O. a. auratus 


A. c. mokeson 
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Vine 


Arizona vine 
snake 





Water 


Agassiz’s water 


Water 


Blanchard’s 


water snake.......... 


blotched water 


Cope’s water 


LS eS ee eee 


Copper-bellied 


water snake.......... 


Couch’s water 


CENT 6 A eae en 


Cyclope water 


diamond back 


water snake.......... 


green-banded 
water snake 
green water 
snake 


Hallowell’s 


water snake.......... 


O. a. auratus 


N. e. erythrogaster 


N. septemvittata 
N. s. confinis 
N. s. fasciata 
N. s. sipedon 


N. s. fasciata 

N. s. sipedon 

N. s. confluens 
N. e. transversa 
N. harteri 

N. rigida 


N. s. sipedon 
N. taxispilota 


.N. s. clarkii 


.N. s. fasciata 


N. s. pleuralis 
N. s. sipedon 


N. s. pictiventris 
N. s. pleuralis 


N. e. erythrogaster 


.T. e. couchii 


N. s. fasciata 
N. valida 


.N. cyclopion 
.N. cyclopion 


.N. rhombifera 


N. sepitemvittata 


-N. rhombifera 
.N. s. fasciata 
.N. s. compressicauda 


AN. c. compsolaemus) 


N. cyclopion 
N. s. pictiventris 
S. pygaea 


.N. grahamii 


N. taxispilota 


N. e. transversa 


.N. c. cyclopion 


N. c. floridana 


N. e. transversa 
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Harter’s water 





Shane ce! N. harteri 

Holbrook’s 

water snake........... N. rhombifera 
N. rigida 

Island water 

SERRG ee SS N. s. insularum 

Kirtland’s water 

snake ...N. kirtlandii 

lake water 

ich.) ets N. s. insularum 

Lake Erie 

water snake........... N. s. insularum 

Lower California 

water snake........... N. valida 

Midwest water 

NS ere. N. s. pleuralis 

Mississippi 

water snake........... N. s. pleuralis 

northern banded 

water snake........... N. s. sipedon 

northern water 

Se Se ee N. s. sipedon 

olive water 

Sirgen N. septemvittata 
N. sipedon 

pied water 

Sic bo) ogee a N. taxispilota 

pigmy water 

IR er = S. pygaea 

prairie water 

SHake ee oe 8 N. grahamii 

queen water 

i Fe set N. septemvittata 

red-bellied 

water snake........... N. e. erythrogaster 
N. s. fasciata 

Saint Lucas 

water snake........... N. valida 

salt marsh 

water snake........... N. s. clarkii 

saltwater 

MOCCaSIN...........-<.2 N. s. clarkii 


N.s. compressicauda 
saltwater snake....N.s. compressicauda 
seven-striped 


water snake........... N. septemvittata 
southeastern 

water snake........... N. s. fasciata 
southern banded 

water snake........... N. s. fasciata 
southern water 

Cia <a aan N. s. fasciata 


N. taxispilota 


BIOS coc .te ne. 2 od N. s. sipedon 

striped water 

0 a N. s. clarkii 
N. rigida 


N. septemvittata 
the diamond 


water snake........... N. rhombifera 
the red-bellied 
water snake........... N. e. erythrogaster 


the water snake.._.N. s. sipedon 
two-lined water 


LC 7 eee N. rigida 
Washington 
water snake........... (N. bisectus) 





water adder........... N. rhombifera western water 
N. s. fasciata 


e OS See N. valida 
N. s. sipedon 
water moccasin....N. e. transversa Woodhouse’s 
N. s. fasciata water snake........... N. e. transversa 
N. s. sipedon mT : 
water pilot............. N. taxispilota yellow-bellied 
water rattle.......... N. taxispilota water snake........... N. e. transversa 
water rattler.......... N. taxispilota yellow belly 
water water snake N. e. transversa 
rattlesnake............ Cue. | eer eee ore 
water snake........... N. s. compressicauda yellow water 
N. cyclopion 0) ae eee (N. ustus) 
§ pie oe Willow snake............ N. septemvittata 
N. rhombifera Wood 
N. rigida brown wood 
N. s. fasciata os RS. S. d. texana 
N. s. sipedon wood snake.......... .C. bottae 
N. taxispilota 
T.e. hammondii Woodland 
T. e. hydrophila southern wood- 
T. eques land rattler............ C. adamanteus 


“GROUND” and “BROWN” 


In my boyhood in western New York, when bookish names and knowledge of 
animals were not available or known, the people in common parlance spoke of all 
sparrows and sparrow-like birds (i. e., small birds) which nested or lived on or near 
the ground as Ground birds or Brown birds. Two lists compiled for Ground snakes 
(85) and Brown snakes (46) almost exactly correspond. One exception from the 
Brown group is the water snake, N. sipedon fasciata. Otherwise, Contia, Haldea, 
Sonora, Storeria, occasional Thamnophis and the small king snake Lampropelftis c, 
rhombomaculata have each been called Brown snake and Ground snake. Examples 
in the Ground snake group not in Brown class are Sistrurus, Drymobius. It is very 
definite that through all time Americans have called most small snakes Ground 
snakes or Brown snakes. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 
These we have divided into three classes. 1. Continent or country. 2. State or 
province. 3. Region, district or place. 
1. CONTINENT OR COUNTRY. 


At least five “American” common names have appeared. Several American 
workers in recent years have employed Mexican (15 usages) in their terminology. 
The English authors in former times have used “North American” for some such 
as A. c. mokeson, A. piscivorus, C. horridus, E. guttata, E. 0. quadrivittata, 
F. abacura, H. platyrhinos, M. f. fulvius, N. s. fasciata, N. rhombifera, P. melanoleucus, 
S. miliarius. T. ordinatus and T. sirtalis. In fact, to the English, “North American,” 
in usage, is almost the equivalent of our “The” or “Common” in common-name 





formation. 
CONTINENT or COUNTRY 
American cobra........ M. £. fulvius Mexican green 
American corais rat snake................ E. chlorosoma 
J ere D. c. couperi Mexican green 
— racer ee BREE ed E. chlorosoma 
oS ee Cc. s 
American smooth ee S. ravus 
green snake........... O. vernalis : 7 Saree” 
American viper........ C. h. atricaudatus Mexican indigo 
Mexican black PERN. ccberesissacconce D. c. erebennus 
7 ee D. c. erebennus Mexican king 
Mexican black- So) ES SS ee L. d. amaura 
headed snake........T. atriceps L. g. splendida 
Mexican brown Mexican leaf- 
1 ee S. d. temporalineata nosed snake........... P. d. decurtatus 
Mexican bull Mexican pigmy 
a (P. mexicanus) rattlesnake............ S. ravus 
Mexican garter Mexican rat 
0 ORS. T.s. megalops “eer D. c. erebennus 
Mexican gopher Mexican worm i 
ORM cl seccee ncaa P. d. deppei snake L. myopica 
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North American North American 

fc EY alee aS H. platyrhinos moccasin snake.....N. s. fasciata 
North American North American 

bull snake.............. P.c. sayi pine snake............. P. melanoleucus 
North American North American 

chicken snake....... E. o. quadrivittata rattlesnake C. horridus 





North American North American 




















copperhead red-bellied 
| nls i A. c. mokeson snake F. abacura 
North American North American 
) coral snake............ M. f. fulvius rhomb-marked 
{ North American snake N. rhombifera 
‘ corn snake.............. E. guitata North American 
North American ribbon snake......... T. s. sirtalis 
cottonmouth North American 
snake A. piscivorus seven-banded 
North American 2 —, a. N. septemvittata 
| garter snake.......... T. ordinatus North American 
North American smaller 
i hog-nosed snake...H. platyrhinos rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 
| North American North American 
horrid rattle- striped snake......... T. ordinatus 
snake C. horridus North American 
North American water moccasin.....A. piscivorus 
if long-nosed ’ North American 
i | US H. nasicus water viper............ A. piscivorus 
4 | 2. REGION, DISTRICT OR PLACE. 
e | REGION, DISTRICT, PLACE 
a, Alleghany black Grand Canyon 
C. J eee E. o. obsoleta byt ee ee C. v. abyssus 
2S Big Bend patch- Grand Canyon 
y nosed snake......... S. h. deserticola rattlesnake............. C. abyssus 
id Brazos water Great Basin 
LS N. harteri blow snake............. P. c. deserticola 
Canyon bleached Great Basin 
- rattlesnake C. v. abyssus bull snake.............. P.c. sayi 
Cape St. Lucas Great Basin 
coachwhip gopher snake......... P. c. deserticola 
snake C. aurigulus Great Basin 
in Cape St. Lucas CL C. v. lutosus 
y. LoS C. aurigulus Great Basin 
ch Cedros Island "= rattlesnake............ C. v. lutosus 
a, worm snake........... L. h. humilis C. v. oreganus 
1S, Central worm C. v. viridis 
ky snake C. a. helenae Great Basin 
ne Coast garter rubber boa............. C. b. utahensis 
Se ee: T. e. atratus Great Basin 
Coastal gopher rubber snake......... C. b. utahensis 
snake P. c. annectens Great Basin iit 
P. c. catenifer striped racer.......... M. t. taeni * 
Davis Mountain Great Plains black- 
ROMIOET ono cscee (E. sclerotica) headed snake........ T. nigric a 
Davis Mountain Gulf coast 























king snake............ 


Davis Mountain 


pilot snake........... 


Davis Mountain 


Tat snake............... 


Desert diamond 
rattlesnake 





Desert gopher 


Espiritu Santo 
Island racer 

Fresno king 
2 


L. alterna 

(E. sclerotica) 
E. subocularis 
C. atrox 


..P. c. deserticola 


a 











massasauga........... (S.c. cortors) 
Huachuca black- 

headed snake........ yf wilcoxi, 
Intermountain 

rat snake................ E. 1. ulate 
Island water A 

Ci N. s. insularum 
Klamath garter 

snake T. e. biscutatus 
Lake water 

snake N. s. insularum 
Lake Erie water 

snake N. s: insularum 
Los Angeles ring- 

neck snake............. D. a. modestus 





Maricopa leaf- 


nosed snake........... P. b. lucidus 
Midwest water 

JO CNA N. s. pleuralis 
Mohave diamond 

rattlesnake............. C. scutulatus 
Mohave ground 

snake C. occipitalis 





Mohave rattler.......... C. scutulatus 
Mohave (Mojave) 


rattlesnake............ C. scutulatus 
Nisqually garter 
Co 5 eae. T. o. pickeringii 


Northeastern ring- 
necked snake......... D. p. edwardsii 
Northwestern 
garter snake.......... T. o. concinnus 
T. o. pickeringii 
T. o. tetrataenia 
Northwestern ring- 


necked snake......... D. a. occidentalis 
Orizaba garter 

=U] 2 nae. T. phenax 
Ozark ring-neck 

0 Dia ee. D. p. arnyi 
Pacific brown 

SOD Re IES (C. mitis) 
Pacific bull snake....L. g. californiae 

(L. g. boylii) 


P. c. affinis 

P. c. annectens 

P. c. catenifer 
Pacific coachwhip 


oC) a M. t. taeniatus 
Pacific coast 
garter snake.......... T. e. atratus 


T. ordinoides 
Pacific garter 
LS | ee See T. o. concinnus 
T. o. infernalis 
T. o. parietalis 
T. ordinoides 


Pacific gopher 
SO] 6 P. c. annectens 
P. c. catenifer 
Pacific ground 
a {C. mitis) 
Pacific king 
CO eae L. g. californiae 
(L. g. boylii) 
Pacific pine snake....P. c. catenifer 
Pacific rattler........... C. v. oreganus 
Pacific 
rattlesnake............ C. v. oreganus 
Pacific red-sided 
garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 
Pacific ring- 
necked snake......... D. a. amabilis 
Pacific rubber 
2) ae C. bottae 


Panamint rattler......C, m. stephensi 
Panamint 


rattlesnake............ C. m. stephensi 
Peninsula banded 

king snake............. (L. c. nitida) 
Peninsula flat- 

nosed snake........... P. d. decurtatus 
Peninsula king 

le EET (L. g. conjuncta) 
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Peninsula rat 
snake E. rosaliae 
Pima leaf-nosed 
snake P. g. browni 
Plateau patch- 
nosed snake........... S. g. grahamiae 
Plains (see Habitat) 
Prairie (see Habitat) 
Puget garter 
Ti eee T. ordinoides 
Puget Sound 
garter snake.......... T. ordinoides 
Racine garter............ T. r. radix 
Racine garter 
DT See ee T.r. radix 
Rio Grande green 
“Co C. c. stejnegerianus 
Rocky Mountain 
garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 


Saint George 
ground snake........ S.s. gloydi 
Saint Lucas 


bull snake.............. P. c. vertebralis 
Saint Lucas 

Phimothyra........... P. decurtatus 
Saint Lucas edule 

snake... sasessseeeee Ne Valida 
Saint Lucas | 

rattlesnake............ C. enyo 
Saint Lucas water 

BUI BIG oo vesetcccccecesecn N. valida 


San Bernardino 
ring-necked 


snake.......................D. a modestus 
San Diegan 
gopher snake......... P. c. annectens 


ring neck snake....D. a. similis 
ring-necked 


IRONIC oot cccck cs cccocee .D. a. similis 
San Lucan boa.......... L. trivirgata 

gopher snake......... P. c. vertebralis 

worm snake........... L. h. slevini 
San Pedro Martir 

garter snake.......... T.e. hueyi 
Santa Catalina Id. 

king snake............. L. catalinensis 
Sierra Nevada 

garter snake.......... T. e. couchii 
Sierran ring- 

necked snake........ D. a. pulchellus 
Sonoma ring-neck 

snake... ......D. a. occidentalis 
Sonoran ring-_ 

necked snake......... D. a. occidentalis 

D. p. arnyi 
D. r. regalis 

Southeastern 

copperhead............ A. c. contortrix 

diamond-backed 

rattlesnake............ C. adamanteus 


ring neck snake....D. p. punctatus 
ring-necked 


I ccces ss ccscasenecs D. p. punctatus 
Southern Calfiornia 

garter snake.......... T. e. hammondii 

California ring- 

necked snake........ D. a. similis 








is a 
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South Texas Transition garter 
ground snake........ S. e. taylori snake T. radix 
hook-nosed Trans Pecos worm 
snake F. streckeri snake L. h. segrega 
Southwestern hog- Tropical indigo 
nosed snake........... H. n. kennerlyi snake D. c. melanurus 
leaf-nosed Valley gopher 
2 Se ewes P. d. decurtatus snake (P. c. heermanni) 
ring-necked Washington water 
snake (D. r. laetus) snake (N. bisectus) 
D. r. regalis West Florida 
smooth-scaled chicken snake....... E. o. williamsi 
gopher snake......... A. e. occidentalis Yuma king snake.....L. g. yamensis 


3. STATES 

The number of states used in common names of snakes are 17 (from Arizona to 
Washington) and two states of Mexico (Lower California and Sonora). Three- 
quarters of these 16 usages are from names of four states: Texas (30), Arizona (30), 
California (33) and Florida (22). interestingly enough four of the greatest herpe- 
tologic meccas of the Union. 

When a snake is solely or almost entirely restricted to a state we have no 
objection to calling it by a state name, e. g. Sistrurus m. barbouri is restricted to 
southern Florida. But we cannot get enthusiastic over a Carolina pigmy rattlesnake. 
S. m. miliarius, when it also occurs in Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama. Local, 
state or rotary pride has no place in this matter. 

Arizona once meant New Mexico and Arizona. Virginia, Pennsylvania, Carolina 
were once large areas in earlier periods or were centers (Charleston, Philadelphia, 
etc.) from which specimens were shipped to Europe. Political divisions are therefore 
not = good because of subsequent changes in boundaries. Inherent characters are 
best for names. 


The tabulation of states and times employed follow: 






































RN NNE as 0 Gowisiena «32 33 Sonora 15 
Arkansas Lower California .......... 8 Utah 
California WPIBSIBEIODE | cacccccscccsccstcnnase 1 Texas 30 
Carolina ESOT CE ESS A, CWareentey see 7 
Florida te, he Lk: Washington. te 1 
i a New Mexico .................... z —_— 
Kansas Oregon 3 168 
STATES 
Arizona black- Tantilla T. wilcoxi 
headed snake........ T. wilcoxi vine snake.............. O. a. auratus 
bull snake.............. P. c. affinis whip snake............ M. bilineatus 
P. c. deserticola Graham’s 
coachwhip Arizona snake....... S. hexalepis 
EI own. sacacnnscaceed (M. f. frenatus) Arkansas king 
M. f. piceus ee eae L. d. gentilis 
coral snake............ L. pyromelana California black- 
M. euryxanthus headed snake........ T. eiseni 
coral king snake...L. pyromelana black-headed 
flat-nosed snake...S. hexalepis A) T. eiseni 
garter snake.......... T.s. megalops black snake........... C. c. mormon 
gopher snake.........P. c. affinis blind snake............ L. h. cahuilae 
king snake............. L. d. gentilis L. h. humilis 
L. pyromelana boa L. r. gracia 
long-headed L. r. roseofusca 
COS eae ae O. a. auratus coral garter L. zonata 
lyre snake.............. T. lambda snake T. e. elegans 
milk snake............. L. pyromelana T. e. hammondii 
prairie rattler........ C. v. nuntius T. o. concinnus 
prairie T. o. infernalis 
rattlesnake............ C. v. nuntius T. o. tetrataenia 
NN ET ITE: (M. £. frenatus) gopher snake......... (P. c. heermanni) 
M. bilineatus harlequin snake....L. d. gentilis 
ribbon snake......... T.s. megalops king snake............. a g. boylii) 
ringed snake.......... L. pyromelana L. g. californiae 
ring-neck snake....(D. r. laetus) L. zonata 
snake A. e. elegans lyre snake.............. T. vandenburghi 
S. hexalepis milk snake............. L. g. californiae 
spotted (L. g. boylii) 
rattlesnake............. C. p. pricei | ae Sees: M. lateralis 











rattlesnake C. v. oreganus 














rena L. h. humilis 

ring-necked 

snake D. a. amabilis 
D. a. pulchellus 
D. a. similis 

TORY DOD...............2. L. r. roseofusca 

striped king 

snake L. g. californiae 

striped racerv.......... M. lateralis 

mene. T. eiseni 

worm snake........... L. h. humilis 

Carolina ground 

rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 

pigmy rattler........ S. m. miliarius 

pigmy 

rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 

Florida 

black snake........... C.c. priapus 

brown snake.......... S. d. victa 

bull snake.............. P. m. mugitus 

coral snake............ M. £. fulvius 


oe T.c. wagneri 


[lL C. adamanteus 
diamond-back 

rattlesnake............ C. adamanteus 
ground 

rattlesnake............ S. m. barbouri 
harelquin................ S. m. barbouri 


harlequin snake... §. m. barbouri 
hog-nosed snake...H. p. browni 


king snake............. L. g. floridana 
miter snake........... S. pygaea 

pine snake.............. P. m. mugitus 
RUANOD ss ccsssvecncensce C. adamanteus 
rattlesnake............. C. adamanteus 
ribbon snake......... T.s. sackenii 


N. c. cyclopion 
N. c. floridana 
N. s. pictiventris 


S. pygaea 

Georgia snake........... D. c. couperi 
Kansas king 

1) 2 ere L. calligaster 
Louisiana 

black snake............ C.c. anthicus 

milk snake.............L. d. amaura 

pine snake.............. P. m, ruthveni 
Lower California 

black-headed 

snake.......................T.s planiceps 

EC, RRR. T. trivirgata 

leaf-nosed 

coo) ee EE, P. d. decurtatus 

P. d. perkinsi 

lyre snake.............. T. lyrophanes 

milk snake............. (L. c. nitida) 

Tantilla...................T. planiceps 

water snake........... N. valida 
Mississippi 

water snake...........N.s. pleuralis 
Missouri 

rattlesnake............ C. v. viridis 





Lekasposeel (N. compsolaemus) 


— 158 — 


Texan rattler............. 


rock rattler............ 
rock rattlesnake... 


Texas black- 


headed snake........ 


blind snake... 


brown snake.......... 


coachwhip 
coachwhip 
SNAKEC.....-<....0c00 


copperhead............. 
diamond-back....... C. atrox 


diamond-back 


snake 





diamond 


rattlesnake............ 


harlequin snake... 


hog-nosed snake... 


lyre snake..... 


massasauga............ 


MOCCASIN -7..-ca-ceonsecs 
pilot snake............. 
TAU BNAKEC.......0c0ccicres 


DIA. ... ocescnasscen 


rock rattlesnake... 
rock snake............. 






POQUET ...cccieesss ...H. nasicus 

whip snake............M. t. ornatus 

worm snake........... L. dulcis 
Utah black- 


headed snake........ 


gopher snake 
worm snake.. 








Nevada Vv 
striped racer.......... M. t. taeniatus 
New Mexico 
blind snake............ L. d. dissecta 
worm snake........... L. d. dissecta 
Oregon gray 
garter snake.......... T. e. hydrophila 
rattlesnake............ C. v. oreganus d 
worm snake........... (C. mitis) : 
Sonora ground I 
rattlesnake............ (S. c. consors) i 
king snake............. L. g. splendida 
ringed snake.......... C. cinctus t 
Sonoran c 
coral snake............ M. euryxanthus i 
harlequin snake... M. euryxanthus a 
king snake............. L. g. splendida 
L. zonata 
lyre snake.............. T. lyrophanes 4 
milk snake............. L. g. splendida 
yt | SGU Rear. .M. bilineatus I 
ring-necked 
snake.......................D. r. regalis 
(D. r. laetus) 
Tentilla:.-...... T. atriceps 


T. nigriceps 
T. utahensis 


C. atrox 
C. 1. lepidus 
C. 1. lepidus 


(T. kirnia) 

T. nigriceps 
L. dulcis 

S. d. texana 
(M. t. girardi) 


(M. t. girardi) 
A. c. laticinctus 


C. atrox 


C. atrox 

S. episcopa 

S. s. linearis 
(S. m. miniata) 
M. f. tenere 

H. nasicus 

T. vilkinsonii 
(S. c. consors) 
(A. p. pugnax) 
(E. spiloides) 
E. laeta 

C. atrox 

C. atrox 

L. dulcis 

C. 1. lepidus 
H. t. texana 








T.utahensis _ 
(P. c. stejnegeri) 
L. h. utahensis 


























Virginia Virginia’s snake....... (V. v. elegans) 
apes —. shanti v. elegans) (V. v. valeriae) 
ing snake...... . @. virginiana Soe 
oa es Rerinrcssee i e. omen elegant virginia....(V. v. elegans) 
snake (V. v. elegans) Washington 
(V. v. valeriae) garter snake.......... T. e. biscutatus 
EASTERN 

“Eastern” has been applied to Pituophis melanoleucus, P. c, sayi, P. c. affinis at 
different times. Does eastern in this instance carry the same concept as eastern in 
Salvadora hexalepis or L. dulcis—both distinctly western to me, a resident of New 
York State. The standard shifts. Is eastern sufficient when applied to D. p. punctatus, 
D. p. edwardsii and D. p. stictogenys for the dense populated workers of the eastern 
half of the United States of U. S. A.? 

To make the matter worse, both eastern and western have been applied to 
the same snake, witness, M. f, flagellum or P. c. affinis. Or do we mean Pacific 
coast as western when we discuss Thamnophis ordinoides, T, e. atratus, T. 0. 
infernalis? If so, are we sitting in the same chair when we apply western to 
T. e. vagrans and T. o. parietalis? 

Or western has been applied to the common names of M. f. testaceus, C. c. 
flaviveniris and (M. f. frenatum). If all, it is not very distinctive. 

4. EASTERN, WESTERN; NORTHERN, SOUTHERN. 
EASTERN 
Eastern long-nosed 
black snake........... C. c. constrictor snake R. 1. tessellatus 
bull snake.............. P. c. affinis massasauga S. c. catenatus 
P. c. sayi milk snake... ...L. d. triangulum 
P. melanoleucus mud snake........... .. F. a, abacura 
coral snake............. M. £. fulvius patch-nosed 
diamond-back....... C. adamanteus snake S. hexalepis 
diamond-back pigmy 
rattlesnake............ C. adamanieus rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 
diamond rattler....C. adamanteus rattlesnake............ C. horridus 
diamond ribbon snake......... T.s. sirtalis 
rattlesnake............ C. adamanteus ring neck snake....D. p. edwardsii 
TOK SNAICC, ..<ccceccen<o E. v. gloydi D. p. punctatus 
garter snake.......... T. o. ordinatus ring-necked 
gray snake............. H. v. valeriae snake D. p. edwardsii 
ground snake........ C. a. amoenus D. p. stictogenys 
H. v. valeriae rock rattlesnake...C. 1. lepidus 
hog-nosed snake...H. platyrhinos worm snake........... C. a. amoenus 
horn snake............. F. a. abacura L. dulcis 
king snake............. L. g. getulus L. myopica 
WESTERN 
Western black gopher snake.........P. c. catenifer 
rattlesnake............. C. v. oreganus P.c. sayi 
blue racev............... C.c. mormon ground 
bull snake.............. P. c. affinis rattlesnake............. S. m. streckeri 
P. c. catenifer ground snake......... C. a. vermis 
P. c. deserticola Sonora 
P. c. sayi hog nose snake......H. n. kennerlyi 
coachwhibp.............. M. f. testaceus H. n. nasicus 
coachwhip hog-nosed snake...H. n. nasicus 
CI IEEE. «cnc ccscccocnschyoes M. f. testaceus H. n. kennerlyi 
M. t. taeniatus horn snake............. F. a. reinwardtii 
coral snake............M. euryxanthus king snake............. L. d. gentilis 
diamond back.......C, atrox L. g. holbrooki 
diamond back massasauga..........- S. c. tergeminus 
“Ee eee C. atrox milk snake............. L. d. gentilis 
diamond rattler....C. atrox (L. g. boylii) 
diamond patch-nosed 
rattlesnake............ C. atrox S101 ee S. hexalepis 
POX BROKE. ....<..cecicn- E. v. vulpina pigmy rattler........ S. m. streckeri 
garter snake.......... T. e. atratus pigmy 
T. e. vagrans rattlesnake............ S. m. streckeri 
T. o. infernalis pilot snake............. E. laeta 
T. o. parietalis pine snake.............. P. c. catenifer 
T. ordinoides POCO i sche ccsastcscocsesente C. c. flaviventris 
T. radix PAC UNOR vio. 2 <tccesatsae C. v. oreganus 
glossy snake.......... A. e. occidentalis ribbon snake......... T.s. proximus 
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ring-necked 





ring neck snake....D. a. amabilis 


D. a. modestus 


ae D. a. amabilis 

















D. a. modestus 


spotted 


rattlesnake 





C. v. viridis 


spreading adder... H. nasicus 


striped racer.... 
water snake.. 









M. t. taeniatus 


_N. valida 


D. a. pulchellus whip snake............ (C. hg frenatus) 

D. a. simili M. £. piceus 

D. a. vandenburghi worm snake........... Cc. - —— 

D. p. arnyi L. h. cahuilae 
smooth green : L. h. humilis 
snake O. v. blanchardi yellow-bellied 
spotted garter So: aT: C. c. mormon 
snake T. rufipunctatus C. c. flaviveniris 

NORTHERN 
Northern garter snake.......... : oO. pemetalis 
banded - 0. or na: is 
rattlesnake............ C. h. horridus grass snake............ O. vernalis 
green snake........... O. vernalis 
banded water . pine snake.............. P. m. melanoleucus 
snake N. s. sipedon rattler aa oo Ch. horridus 
black-tailed rattlesnake............ C.h. horridus — 
assis... C. m. molossus ring neck snake...D. p. edwardsii 
cat-eyed snake......L. a. septentrionalis a. D. p. edwardsii 
copperhead............. A. c. mokeson water-snake.......... N. s. sipedon 
SOUTHERN 
Southern banded rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 
rattlesnake............ C. h. atricaudatus S. m. streckeri 
banded water hog-Nnose................ H. simus 
snake N. s. fasciata Sc Bess gig _ ped me 
sesseeeeee--+ Lae Gs holbrooki 
bull snake.............. 0 -aanee a) milk snake............. L. d. gentilis 
ase : pigmy 

> ig oo ag age J eocackcxed . m. miliarius 

: ca pine snake............. . Mm. mugitus 
2 tage ©. iibaiaiie rattlesnake............ (C. hallowellii) 
ris : —— ; C. v. oreganus 
California = ribbon snake......... T. s. sackenii 
garter snake.......... T. e. hammondii 


chicken snake....... E. o. confinis 


copperhead........... 
diamond-backed 





A. c. contortrix 


C. adamanteus 


green snake........... O. aestivus 


ground 


Green summer 


ring neck snake....D. p. punctatus 


ring-necked 





snake D. p. punctatus 

water snake........... N. s. fasciata 
N. taxispilota 

woodland 

“215 [Scie C. adamanteus 


SEASONS, TIME, or WEATHER 

The seasons are used in the common names of our green snakes. Weather enters 
only in the “thunder” group and time rarely appears, e. g. spotted night snake, 
Hypsiglena torquata ochrorhyncha. 
SEASONS, TIME, or WEATHER 


TS O. aestivus 
Spotted night 
OL ERED H. t. ochrorhyncha 


.O. v. blanchardi 
O. v. vernalis 


Summer snake.......... O. aestivus 


O. v. blanchardi 
O. v. vernalis 


Thunder snake......... 


Thunder and 


C. a. amoenus 
F. abacura 

L. d. amaura 
L. d. gentilis 
L. g. getulus 
L. g. nigra 

M. f. tenere 


lightning snake.... L. d. syspila 


L. d. triangulum 
L. g. getulus 

M. £. fulvius 

M. £. tenere 

R. 1. tessellatus 


Whenever size enters the common name, it is usually the diminutives, “little,” 
“small,” “pigmy” which are employed. Rarely are “great,” “large” used, such as 
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in Great water snake, N. taxispilota, Large ground rattlesnake, S. c. tergeminus. In 
one instance the two extremes are contrasted, e. g. small prairie rattlesnake, S. c. 
catenatus, against large prairie rattlesnake, C. v. viridis. 

Of the diminutive instances there are 57, 28 of which apply to Sistrurus, Of 
these 28 Sistrurus items, 18 have “Pigmy” as the adjective modifier. The total (57) 
falls in these groups: 18 use “Pigmy”; 3 “dwarf”; 12 “small”; 1 “smaller”; and 23 
“little.” Three have great (1) and large (2) names. 


LARGE AND SMALL SNAKES 








Barbour’s pigmy Little rattlesnake.....S. m. miliarius 
rattlesnake............ S. m. barbouri Little redsnake......... C. amoenus 
Carolina pigmy N. kirtlandii 
a S. m. miliarius Little red- 
Carolina pigmy bellied snake......... S. occipitomaculata 
rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius Little striped 
Catesby’s small snake H. striatula 
oT ae S. m. miliarius North American 
Common little ring- smaller 
necked snake........ D. p. stictogenys rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 
DeKay’s little Pigmy.ground 
brown snake......... S. d. dekayi rattlesnake............ S. m. barbouri 
Dusky pigmy S. m. miliarius 
oo Ei eee S. m. barbouri Pigmy rattler............ Sistrurus 
Dusky pigmy Pigmy rattlesnake... Sistrurus 
rattlesnake............ S. m. barbouri Pigmy water 
Dwarf garter eS eee S. pygaea 
snake T. lineatum Plain headed 
Dwarf prairie little snake..........._T. planiceps 
rattlesnake............ S. c. catenatus Small black and 
Dwarf red snake............... D. p. edwardsii 
rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius Small brown snake..S. d. dekayi 
Eastern pigmy ' S. d. wrightorum 
rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius Small brown viper.. H. striatula 
Great water snake...N. taxispilota Small-eyed brown 
Large ground SL eS H. striatula 
ee (S. c. consors) Small prairie 
Large prairie rattlesnake............ S. c. catenatus 
rattlesnake............ C. v. viridis Small rattlesnake....C. h. atricaudatus 
Little black and S. m. barbouri 
red snake............... D. p. edwardsii S. m. miliarius 
Little black S. m. streckeri 
rattlesnake............ S. c. catenatus Southeastern pigmy 
Little brown snake..H. striatula rattlesnake............ S. m. barbouri 
S. d. dekayi S. m. miliarius 
S. d. texana Southern pigmy 
S. d. wrightorum rattlesnake............ S. m. miliarius 
S. occipitomaculata S. m. streckeri 
T. gracilis Strecker’s pigmy 
T. o. ordinatus rattlesnake............ S. m. streckeri 
Little green snake....0. aestivus Western pigmy 
O. vernalis BRE roc sc ascane S. m. streckeri 
T. o. ordinatus pigmy 
Little grey snake......S. d. wrightorum rattlesnake............ S. m. streckeri 


STRUCTURAL CHARACTERS 

Ideally one might prefer structural names to personal, geographical, figurative 
names but in this large collection of names only 157 are structural, and 81 of these 
refer to the nose. Of these 81, at least 35 are Heterodon of the “hog nose” or “hog- 
nosed” class. 

In 1937 Cheeseman and Oehser recommended for adoption of A. O. U. the 
following: 

“Omit the hyphen - - - 

1. In names denoting a body part modified; e. g. yellowlegs, not yellow-legs; 
goldeneye, not golden-eye; greenshank, not green-shank.” 

“Use the hyphen - - - 

7. In all compound-adjective modifiers, as distinguished from those that are 
not compound, e. g. red-winged blackbird, black-bellied plover, yellow-green 
warbler, ant-eating woodpecker; - - -” 

1. No more than 25 or 157 terms had the abbreviated form with the “ed” or 
“al eliminated. At least half of these followed the above A. O. U. rule, e. g. 
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“chunkhead,” “copperhead,” “cottonmouth.” Yet there were instances of “spread- 
head” and “spread head,” “hog-nose,” “hog nose,” seldom “hognose.” In general, 
when “hog-nose was used as an adjective, not substantive (or noun) it appears as 
“hog-nose.” We prefer “chunkhead,” “copperhead,” “hognose,” “spreadhead” without 
hyphen but when used as an adjective we prefer “hog-nose viper,” “spread-head 
moccasin,” “stump-tail moccasin.” 

7. Over 90 of these snake terms end in “ed,” such as “long-headed,” “hog- 
nosed,” “short-tailed,” “rough-coated,” etc. In over 50 or 90 the authors used the 
hyphen. We incline towards the hyphen of the above rule. 


STRUCTURAL CHARACTERS 





























Arizona flat- : flat-head addev......... H. platyrhinos 
nosed = sesoeeeeen S. hexalepis flat-headed adder....H. platyrhinos 
Arizona long- flat headed 
headed snake........ O. a. auratus Tantilla.................. T. planiceps 
— flat-nosed . a flat nosed snake.......H. simus 
-cniemmranas ammaaes S. Eiieols and flat nosed snake........ S. hexalepis 
bicolor spade- flat tailed water | 
nosed snake........... C. o. occipitalis snake N. s. compressicauda 
Big Bend patch- Florida hognosed é | 
nosed snake........... S. h. deserticola snake. H. p. browni 
black hog-nose Graham’s flat- : 
ee H. platyrhinos nosed snake........... S. g. grahamiae 
black hog-nosed TOR NOC. ....-ocassaccesssc the Do browni 
“> Sea H. platyrhinos H. p. platyrhinos 
blowing hog-nosed hog nose adderv.......... H. platyrhinos 
NE cccctscencteseusceh H. n. kennerlyi H. simus 
blunt tail hog-nose snake......... H. platyrhinos ‘ 
moccasin................ A. piscivorus H. nasicus 
Brown’s flat-nosed H. simus 
ct eS P. browni H. p. browni 
Brown’s hog-nosed hog-nosed adderv.......H. platyrhinos 
YE REI H. p. browni hog-nosed rattler.....S. m. barbouri 
Brown’s leaf-nosed S. m. miliarius 
BREE cov cAusccicscntch P. browni hog-nosed snake.......H. platyrhinos 
buckwheat nose hog nosed snake.......H. nasicus 
on.) aaa H. platyrhinos H. simus 
chaparral patch- hog-nosed vipet........ H. nasicus 
nosed snake........... S. h. virgultea H. platyrhinos 
chunkhead................. A. contortrix H. simus { 
M. f. flagellum hook-nosed snake....G. canum 
H. platyrhinos horn snake................. A. erythrogrammus 
cloudy leaf-nosed v F. abacura 
ioe. P. d. nubilus P. melanoleucus 
common hog-nosed ately oh #0 CopRimevenee sr F. a. reinwardtii 
SoS ae H. platyrhinos horn tail snake.........: F. a. abacura 
common western i horned 
hog-nosed snake...H. nasicus rattlesnake............ C. cerastes 
copperhead................. A. contortrix horned snake............ F. abacura 
cottonmouth A. piscivorus keeled green 
desert leaf-nosed “US a O. aestivus 
<0) EER, P. d. perkinsi keel-scaled green 
desert long-nosed CL «eed oS O. aestivus 
ee R. 1. clarus Kennerly’s hog- 
desert patch-nosed nose snake............. H.n. kennerlyi 
snake S. g. grahamiae leaf nosed snake.......P. browni | 
dog nose snake.......... G. canum P. decurtatus 
dog-nose snake......... G. canum long-headed garter 
dog-nosed snake.......G. canum 0 (T. angustirostris) 
double-banded long-nosed garter 
spade-nosed “1 eee (T. angustirostris) 
aE C. o. klauberi long-nosed snake.....R. lecontei 
eastern horn Lower California 
snake F. a. abacura leaf-nosed snake..P. d. perkinsi 
eastern long- many scaled boa.......L, r. roseofusca 
nosed snake........... R. 1. tessellatus Maricopa leaf- 
eastern patch- nosed snake........... P. b. lucidus 
nosed snake........... S. g. grahamiae Mexican flat-nosed 
Oe TS, ae H. platyrhinos snake P. d. decurtatus 
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Mexican leaf-nosed scutulated 
1 snake P. d. decurtatus rattlesnake......... C. scutulatus 
“| Nasal viper................ M. f. flagellum sharp-nosed snake...R. lecontei 
ut North American 2 sheep-nosed snake...L. h. humilis 
d hog-nosed snake...H. platyrhinos short mouthed 
Northern cat-eyed snake T. brachystoma 
g- SMAKE.............---ceoese. L. a. septentrionalis short tailed 
ne Pacific patch- ‘ TS S. extenuatum 
nosed snake........... S. h. virgultea pei d 
parietal garter a stecbenstay pint : 
snake T. o. parietalis ground snake........C. 0. klauberi_ 
patchnosed snake....S. grahamiae b C. 0. occipitalis 
S. hexalepis smooth brown : 
patched-nosed Os cascctissschscaccetes H. v. valeriae 
i IS S. g. grahamiae smooth-coated ‘ 
peninsula flat- green snake........... O. vernalis 
nosed snake........... P. d. decurtatus smooth green : 
perfected snake O. v. vernalis _ 
rattlesnake............ Sistrurus O. v. blanchardi 


a pike-headed smooth-scaled 
| lin O. a. auratus ConbeP. ....«.-......3 A. e. elegans 
pike-headed smooth-scaled 





tree snake.............. O. a. auratus gopher snake......... A. e. elegans 
Pima leaf-nosed South Texas hook- 
BRINIG <faasigsucsdndcsasde P. b. browni nosed snake........... F. streckeri 
plain headed southern hog- 
Tes fn P. planiceps nosed snake........... H. simus 
plate headed southwestern hog- 
f rattlesnake............ Sistrurus nosed snake........... H. n. kennerlyi 
pug-nosed snake......G. canum southwestern leaf- 
purple tailed nosed snake........... P. decurtatus 
SNMEROO oo oc sc csiceones (C. mitis) spade-nosed snake...C. o. klauberi 
rattlesnake C. o. occipitalis 
CO eee. Crotalus spoonbill snake........ .-H. nasicus 
Sistrurus spread head............... H. platyrhinos 
red-bellied horn N. kirtlandii 
eee F.. abacura spread head 
ridge-nosed MIOCCEBIN..............2 H. platyrhinos 
rattlesnake............ C. willardi oS Oe eA Bape H. nasicus 
rough-coated H. platyrhinos 
{ green snake........... O. aestivus H. simus 
rough green snake...O, aestivus SL TO H. platyrhinos 
S rough keeled Strecker’s hook- 
green snake...........0, aestivus nosed snake........... F. streckeri 
rough scaled Stump-tail 
green snake........... O. aestivus moccasin................. A. piscivorus 
scale-nosed snake....R. 1. lecontei Texas hog-nosed 
scaly garter snake....T. scalaris snake H. nasicus 





LOCOMOTION 


Eighty-seven names come from locomotor allusions. Three fourths of these 
terms are of the racers, Coluber and Masticophis having 50, Elaphe 13, Drymobius 2, 
Lampropeltis 2, and Diadophis 1. Only one peculiar type of locomotion appears in 
the list—“side winder.” The only other group of any consequence is the “burrowing 
snake” category. “Speed” is the emphasis in these terms (racer, runner, and chaser). 
“Swift” appears several times as an adjective modifier, but “slow” occurs in only one 
common name, slow garter, T. o. ordinatus. The eighty-seven names follow. 








LOCOMOTION 
American racer black racer................. C. c. constrictor 
MEM AANS ES ss cs uchesensscaktctoos C. constrictor C. c. flavvientris 
Arizona racet............ M. bilineatus M. f. flagellum 
banded burrowing M. £. testaceus 
‘ — e pares: E. o. obsoleta 
anded racer............. - lateralis t 

Barbour’s racer M. barbouri black racer snake.....C. c, constrictor 
black chaser... C. c. constrictor black runnetv............. C. c. constrictor 

C.c. mormon blue chaser............... .C. c. constrictor 
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Dine acer... C. c. constrictor 
C. c. flaviventris 
C. c. mormon 


D. punctatus (young) 


E. o. obsoleta 
blue runner............... C. c. constrictor 
burrowing snake......L. d. dulcis 
California racer........ M. lateralis 








California striped 
RI crea nc ccecseosetand M. lateralis 
Cape San Lucas 
OS EES. . aurigulus 
desert burrowing 
snake C. occipitalis 
dotted burrowing 
snake C. stramineus 
Emory’s racev............ E. laeta 
yo. ar E. vulpina 
Great Basin 
striped racev.......... M. tf. taeniatus 
green racev................ C. c. constrictor 
M. £. testaceus 
C. c. flaviventris 
C. c. mormon 
M. t. schotti 
green spotted 
1 ee. D. margaritiferus 
half-striped racer.....M. t. schotti 


horse racer. .---Lae §. Getulus 





race runnet............... 


rea rater... 2.3 M. f. testaceus 

(M. f. frenatus) 

E. guttata 

E. o. quadrivittata 
Rio Grande green 

Se IED C. c. stejnegerianus 

Ruthven’s race-........ M. t. ruthveni 
scarlet racer.............. E. guittata 

E. o. confinis 
Schott’s racer............ M. t. schotti 
side windev................ C. cerastes 
slow garter................ T. o. ordinatus 
Sonoran racet........... M. t. taeniatus 
spotted racer............. E. o. confinis 
Stejneger’s racer......C, c. stejnegerianus 
striped coach whip.. M. t. schotti 
striped racer ............. M. lateralis 

M. t. schotti 


swift garter snake.... 


swift snake................ 





M. £. testaceus 


M. t. taeniatus 
T.s. sirtalis 
T. s. sirtalis 


swift streaked 
snake T. s. sirtalis 
Texas rooter.............. H. nasicus 


wandering garter 
snake 


western blue 





T. e. vagrans 


lO SER ae eee C.c. mormon 


western striped 


(oS eee M. t. taeniatus 


western yellow- 
bellied racer.......... 


white racer................ 
white throated 


C. c. mormon 
M. £. testaceus 


oe ee C. c. constrictor 


VOICE OR BREATHING 


Mountain racer (M. t. girardi) 
M. t. taeniatus 
Nevada striped 
“CY Ee M. t. taeniatus 
Olive racev................/ C. c. flaviventris 
Ornate racer.............. M. t. ornatus 
pink-bellied racer....M. £. piceus 
DIMI TACET.......-.-cenecrcose M. f. testaceus 
prairie racev.............. M. f. testaceus 
prairie runnev........... M. f. testaceus 
CENA C. c. constrictor 
C.c. flaviventris 
M. f. testaceus 
E. o. confinis 
E. o. obsoleta 
E. v. vulpina 
L. g. getulus 
black blowing 
| | EER H. platyrhinos 
blow snake................. H. platyrhinos 
P. c. affinis 
P.c. deserticola 
DIOW VADe?...~..0000<.0.0. H. platyrhinos 
OO a. H. platyrhinos 
blowing adder........... H. nasicus 
H. platyrhinos 
H. simus 
blowing snake........... H. platyrhinos 
blowing viperv...........H. nasicus 
H. platyrhinos 
H. simus 
blue bull snake......... D. c. couperi 
D. c. erebennus 
bull enake................ E. v. vulpina 
Pituophis 
hissing addev............ H. platyrhinos 
hissing snake............ H. platyrhinos 
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E. o. obsoleta 


C. c. mormon 
C. c. flaviventris 


hissing vipe............. H. platyrhinos 
UIs BAGEN.............00-<01 H. nasicus 
H. platyrhinos 
H. p. browni 
H. simus 
puffing adderv............ H. nasicus 
H. platyrhinos 
H. simus 
spitting 
rattlesnake C. atrox 
spread head............... N. kirtlandii 
spread head 
MOCCASIN...............--- H. platyrhinos 
spread head snake... H. nasicus 


spreading addev........ H. platyrhinos 


H. nasicus 


H. simus 
spreading viper........ H. nasicus 

H. platyrhinos 
Utah blow snake......P. c. deserticola 











a 


















































ee eee eee 











blind snake........ 












SENSES 














ees C. amoenus deaf adder..................A. contortrix 
L. dulcis H. platyrhinos 
L. d. dissecta deaf snake.............. A. contortrix 
L. h. humilis dumb rattlesnake.....A. contortrix 
blind worm................ C. a. amoenus dumb snake. A. contortrix 
brown blind snake...L. h. humilis — s blind L i 
: : : . myopica 
California blind Klauber’s blind 
snake 7. hi. cahuilae snake L. h. cahuilae 
L. h. humilis nasal viper................. M. £. flagellum 
Cyclop snake............. N. cyclopion sleepy John............... M. £. flagellum 
Cyclope snake........... N. cyclopion Tanner’s blind 
Cyclope water f snake L. h. utahensis 
snake N. cyclopion Texas blind 
Cyclops..........-....-.-.-- N. cyclopion eT M. f. flagellum 
Cyclops water whip-like nasal 
BROMO. oa N. cyclopion 712 ela M. £. flagellum 


QUALITY AND APPEARANCE 
(see structural characters; senses) 





Of the 160 cases where quality and pee pe enter the common name. over 


half are “king snakes” (94). If there be a 


ded to “king snake” other regal names 


such as the adjectives “regal,” “crowned,” “queen,” “imperial” imply, we have over 
two-thirds (108) of the quality names of the regal type. Surprisingly enough this 




























































































category equals or slightly exceeds the structural names (157). There are 32 
different categories, as follows: 
ONT 1 es ore 1 humble 1 rigid 1 
belle 2 imperial 1 rubber .. 4 
broad 1 king 94 slender 6 
crowned 5 leather 2 slick 1 
elegant 5 master 7 are. 1 
embellished ..................00..-- 1 ornate 3 snubby 1 
false 4° perettes se 1 stiff 1 
fierce . 1 plain 2 swift 4 
flat 1 poison dM 1 1-5 SIR ea ae 2 
gentle 1 queen 7 velvet 3 
graceful 1 regal 1 
QUALITY AND APPEARANCE 

Beautiful ring Humble sheep 

snake D. a. pulchellus hint (2 ee ere L. h. humilis 
Belle snake : - ping Imperial snake.......... C. imperialis 
Broad garter acta aeaccaaa King snake................ L. calligaster 


snake T. o ordinatus 
Crowned snake......... T. coronata 
T.c. wagneri 
Crowned tantilla......T, coronata 
Florida crowned 





BRS sa T. c. wagneri 
Wagner’s crowned 
“ee T. c. wagneri 


Elegant bull snake...A. elegans 
Elegant garter 


Ae EE eee T. e. elegans 
Elegant snake........... A. elegans 
H. v. elegans 
Elegant Virginia 
| een (V. v. elegans) 
Embellished garter 
UT eR T.o. concinnus 


False coral snake.....C. coccinea 
False moccasin......... N. taxispilota 
Fierce rattlesnake... C. atrox 


i te). 1) Fcc T. planiceps 
Gentle brown 

snake (C. mitis) 
Graceful tantilla...... T. gracilis 











Arizona coral 


king snake.......... 


Arizona king 


ra 1 | ane ieee 


Arkansas king 


L. d. amaura 
L. d. gentilis 


L. d. syspila Mx ¢ } 


L. d. triangu 
D.p. edwar 

(L. g. boy b= 
L. g. califofmiae 
L. g. floridana 
L. g. getulus> 
L. g. holbrooki 
L. g. nigra 7 
L. g. splendida 
L. g. yumensis 


L. c. rhombomaculata 


M. euryxanthus 
M. £. fulvius 

M. f. tenere 

R. lecontei 


... L. pyromelana 


... Le ge Yumensis 


L. pyromelana 


....L. d. gentilis 





Banded king 











SO) eee L. d. gentilis 
L. g. californiae 
L. pyromelana 
Black and white 
king snake............. (L. g. boylii) 
Black king 
TN [ae (L. g. conjuncta) 
L. g. getulus 
L. g. nigra 
Blainville’s king 
snake L. g. californiae 
Blanchard’s red 
king snake............. (L. e. virginiana) 
Blotched king 
ee L. calligaster 
L. c. rhombomaculata 
Boyle king 
Sr eee (L. g. boylii) 
Boye’s king 
snake (L. g. boylii) 
Boundary king 
oD") eee L. g. splendida 
Brook’s king 
snake L. g. brooksi 
Brown king 
1 L. calligaster 
L. c. rhombomaculata 
California scheittoal 
snake... seccsseeeee-( Lae Go DOVIii) 
L. g. californiae 
(L. g. conjuncta) 
L. zonata 
California striped 
king snake............. L. g. californiae 
Catalina Island 
king snake............. L. catalinensis 
Common king 
LO <a: L. g. getulus 
Coral king 
PM co ocasccesetsncte L. d. amaura 
L. d. syspila 
L. zonata 


L. pyromelana 
Davis Mt. king 


LS ee Re: L. alterna 
Desert king 

snake... ----+++-Lae Ge YUMEnsisS 
Eastern king 

ee. L. g. getulus 
Eisen’s king 

“1 RIA L. zonata 
Evan’s king 

Lo ae L. calligaster 
Florida king 

“2 ee ee. L. g. floridana 
Fresno’s king 

oo ae (L. g. eisenii) 
Holbrook king 

“oP Site AS L. g. holbrooki 
House king 

1) SS. (L. e. elapsoides) 
Kansas king 

1 AT L. calligaster 
Kennicott’s —— 

snake... ...(L.. multistratus) 


Mexican king 


Mountain king 














snake L. pyromelana 
Northern scarlet 
king snake............. (L. e. virginiana) 
Pacific king 
snake (L. g. boylii) 
Painted king 
snake L. d. syspila 
Peninsula banded 
king snake............. (L. c. nitida) 
Peninsula king 
TL Re aS ae (L. g. conjuncta) 
Prairie king 
snake L. calligaster 
Prairie painted 
king snake............. L. d. gentilis 
Red king snake.....L. d. amaura 

L. d. gentilis 

L. d. Syspila 


(L. e. elapsoides) 
(L. e. virginiana) 








Ridgway’s king 

TEN 50, scacsccteasccoth L. g. nigra 

Ring king snake... L. d. annulata 

Ringed king 

snake L. d. amaura 
L. d. gentilis 
L. pyromelana 

Salt and pepper 

king snake............. L. g. holbrooki 

Santa Catalina Id. 

king snake............. L. catalinensis 

Say’s king snake.. L. g. holbrooki 

Scarlet king 

snake L. d. amaura 
L. d. syspila 


? (L. e. elapsoides) 
Sonora king 











RIRICG 5 cotusee ac ccccseoce L. g. splendida 

Sonoran king 

snake L. g. splendida 
L. zonata 

Southern king 

CIN] eee as L. g. holbrooki 

Speckled king 

Onl aero L. g. holbrooki 

Splendid king 

BREE... seventececescsicd L. g. splendida 

Spotted king 

snake L. g. holbrooki 

Striped king 

snake L. g. californiae 

Virginia red king 

TO | a eee (L. e. virginiana) 

Western king 

SRGIC... ccccseodetesciessts L. d. gentilis 
L. g. holbrooki 

Yellow bellied 

king snake............. L. calligaster 

Yellow king 

BUIUIRG onc cacessecaccosssd L. g. brooksi 

Yellow speckled 

king snake............. L. g. holbrooki 

Yellow spotted 

king snake............. L. g. holbrooki 

Yuma king 

RIS ccc Seite LL. g. yumensis 


eouasgnel N. septemvittata 








nen ee et 














Fen i eee 





Master snake............ LL. g. getulus 
Ornate garter 





snake T. o. parietalis 
Ornate racet.............. (M. f£. frenatum) 
M. t. ornatus 
Perfected 
rattlesnake............ Sistrurus 


Plain garter snake...T. o. ordinatus 
Plain-headed little 
snake T. planiceps 
Poison viper.............. H. platyrhinos 
Queen snake N. septemvittata 
Brown queen 























snake N. septemvittata 
Graham’s queen 
snake N. grahamii 
Green queen 
oa < eee N. rigida 
Queen water 
snake N. septemvittata 
Rigid queen 
snake N. rigida 
St. Lucas queen 
snake N. valida 
Regal ringnecked 
OS <a. D. r. regalis 


Rigid queen snake...N. rigida 





Rubber boa................ i 
L. r. roseofusca 
C. bottae 
Rubber snake............ L. r. gracia 
L. r. roseofusca 
C. bottae 


Slender black- 
headed snake........ T. gracilis 
dark-headed 









garter snake 

gopher snake......... A. e. elegans 
snake T. gracilis 
PEST CLE eae T. gracilis 


Slick blacksnake......C. c. constrictor 
Slim garter snake.....T. s. sirtalis 
Snubby viper............ H. simus 

Stiff snake... N. rigida 

Swift garter snake...T. s. sirtalis 
Swift ribbon snake..T. s. sirtalis 





Swift snake.............. T. s. sirtalis 
Swift streaked 

snake T. s. sirtalis 
Tiger rattler.............. C. tigris 
Tiger rattlesnake.....C. tigris 
Velvet tail..........00.... C.h. horridus 


Velvet-tail rattler....C. h. horridus 


FOLK-LORE OR SNAKE LEGENDS (FIGURATIVE) 

Folk-lore or legends furnish 130 common names. The principal groups gather 
around five centers: hoop (4). horn (6), milk (34), pilot (19) and whip (32) tales. A 
few Rog such as “horse racer,” “jointed snake,” “fust and last,” etc., also appear 
in the list. 

After the above paragraph was cast we later decided to add diamond (15), 
garter (152), harlequin (12), lozenge (1) and lyre (10) to these figurative names or 
a total of 190 more. This makes a total of 320 names. The legendary or figurative 
category becomes a major source of snake names in our American parlance. 
































| FIGURATIVE 

l (Figure of speech, “like,” legendary, etc.) 

} Barber pole snake....M. £. tenere Garter snake............. N. septemvittata 
Beach leaf snake......A.c. mokeson Cemophora 
Bead snake................ M. £. fulvius - rt pene oy 
Bead snake................ M. f. tenere (L. e. elapsoides) 

Red bead snake.... M. £. fulvius Micrurus 
Black chaser.............. C. c. constrictor Micruroides 
Canay stick............... M. f. tenere Thamnophis 
Cerberus Arizona garter 

rattlesnake............ C. v. cerberus snake T. s. megalops 
Coachwhip................: M. £. flagellum Black garter 
Coon-tail rattler....... C. atrox RM eso oo 2s cn Aare T. e. atratus 
Cow-sucker..............- C. c. constrictor T. ordinoides 
L. d. triangulum T. o. pickeringii 
L. g. getulus Black spotted 
BOTT SNORKEL. ....c..-.<---20. F. abacura garter snake.......... T. radix 
Diamond (see Pattern) Boyd’s garter 
Dog-fac Do <a: T.e. elegans 
rattlesnake............. C. m. molossus T. ordinoides 
Dog-headed Broad garter 

rattlesnake............ C. m. molossus snake T. o. ordinatus 
Dog-nose snake........ G. canum Brown garter 
Dog-nosed snake......G. canum C1 3 aS aerate T. eques 

F. streckeri Brown spotted 
ROX FACET... .csccccovesscs E. vulpina garter snake.......... T. rufipunctatus 
Fust and last.............. T. o. ordinatus Butler garter 
Garter snake (and snake T. butleri 
its many Butler’s garter 
vf ig) Thamnophis snake T. butleri 
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California garter 














































































garter snake 
Emory’s garter 
snake 

Fairie’s garter 





Fairey’s garter 


Giant garter 


Grass garter 
snake 


snake T. e. elegans 
T. e. hammondii 
T. o. concinnus 
T. o. infernalis 
T. o. tetrataenia 
Churchill’s garter 
snake T. s. sirtalis 
Coast garter 
snake T.e. atratus 
Collared garter 
snake T. eques 
Common garter 
snake T. radix 
T. o. parietalis 
T. s. sirtalis 
Cooper’s garter 
snake T. ordinoides 
Cope’s garter 
| SRS. T. e. biscutatus 
Couch’s garter 
snake T. e. couchii 
= e. gigas 
° es 
Desert garter — 
snake T. marcianus 
Dusky garter 
(ees T. o. ordinatus 
Dwarf garter 
snake T. lineatum 
Eastern garter 
aE, T. o. ordinatus 
Embellished 


T. o. concinnus 


T.s. megalops 


i Ee. T.s. proximus 


T.s. proximus 


[1 ee T. e. couchii 


T.e. gigas 


T. o. ordinatus 








Gray garter 
snake 


T. e. vagrans 











Great basin 
garter snake.......... 
Green garter 
snake 


T. e. vagrans 


T. e. vagrans 























Green spotted 
garter snake 
Green striped 
garter snake 
Hammond’s 
garter snake......... 
Hayden’s 

garter snake 
Hoy’s garter 


Huey’s garter 


Long-headed 
garter snake 
Long-nosed 

garter snake 














US ES. 


T. o. ordinatus 
T. o. ordinatus 


T. o. parietalis 


.T. e. hammondii 


T.r. haydenii 

T. radix 

T.e. hueyi 

T. e. biscutatus 
(T. angustirostris) 
(T. angustirostris) 
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Long’s garter 
snake 


T. s. proximus 





Marcy’s garter 
snake 


T. marcianus 





Mexican garter 
snake 


T.s. megalops 





Moccasin garter 
snake 


T. e. couchii 





Mountain garter 
snake 


T. e. elegans 





Narrow-headed 
garter snake 
Nisqually garter 
snake 


nae T. ordinoides 


T. o. pickeringii 





North American 
garter snake 
Northeastern 
garter snake 
Northern garter 
snake 





Northwestern 
garter snake 


Ocellated garter 
One-striped oe 
garter snake 


Ordinary garter 
snake 

Ordinary spotted 
garter snake 
Oregon gray 





garter snake........ < 


Ornate garter 


Ostensacken’s 


garter snake.......... 


Pacific garter 


ini. T. o. ordinatus 


T. o. ordinatus 


T. o. ordinatus 
T. o. parietalis 


ane. T. o. ordinatus 


T. o. pickeringii 
T. o. tetrataenia 


T. o. concinnus 
T. oc. infernalis 


T. o. ordinatus 
T. o. ordinatus 
T.e. hydrophila 


T. eques 
T. o. parietalis 


T. s.sackeni 


Jt RR OS T.e. hammondii 


Pacific red-sided 
garter snake 
Parietal garter 
snake 


T. ordinoides 

T. o. concinnus 
T. o. infernalis 
T. o. parietalis 


T. o. concinnus 


T. o. parietalis 


Pickering’s garter 


snake 


T. o. concinnus 





Plain garter 
snake 





Plains garter......... 


Plains garter 
snake 


T. o. pickeringii 


T. o. ordinatus 
T. radix 


T. radix 





Prairie garter 
snake 


T. 0. parietalis 





Puget garter 
snake 

Puget Sound 
garter snake.......... 
Racine garter 
snake 
Red-backed 
garter snake.......... 








T. ordinoides 
T. ordinoides 
T. r. radix 


T. o. parietalis 





























Red-barred 





garter snake..........T. 0. parietalis 
Red garter.............. T. o. parietalis 
Red garter 

snake T. s. sirtalis 
Red-sided garter 

snake T. o. parietalis 





Red-spotted 
garter snake..........T. rufipunctatus 
T. o. concinnus 
T. o. parietalis 
Red-striped 
garter snake.......... T. ordinoides 
T. s. proximus 
Reuss garter 








snake T. eques 
Rocky Mountain 

garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 
Sacken’s garter 

snake T.s. sackenii 
San Pedro Martir 

garter snake.......... T. e. hueyi 
Says garter 

snake T. radix 





T. s. proximus 
Sierra Nevada 


garter snake.......... T. e. couchii 
Single striped 
garter snake.......... T. e. atratus 


T. e. elegans 
T. o. infernalis 
Slender garter 
snake T. sirtalis 
T. s. proximus 





Slim garter 

Oo sa T. sirtalis 
Slow garter............ T. o. ordinatus 
Slow garter 

“ae T. o. ordinatus 
Southern Califor- 


nia garter snake... T. e. hammondii 
Spotted garter 
snake T. rufipunctatus 
T. eques 
T. marcianus 
T. o. ordinatus 
T.s. proximus 
Striped garter....... T. ordinatus 
Striped garter 
0 ee T. ordinatus 
Swamp garter....... T. o. ordinatus 
Transition garter 




















snake T. radix 
Twining’s garter 
snake T. radix 
Wandering garter 
snake T. e. vagrans 
Washington 
garter snake.......... T. e. biscutatus 
Water garter......... T. o. ordinatus 
Water garter 
snake T.s. sirtalis 
Western garter 
snake T. e. atratus 
T. e. vagrans 
T. ordinoides 
T. o. infernalis 
T. o. parietalis 
T. radix 








Western spotted 

garter snake.......... T. rufipunctatus 
White-bellied 

garter snake..._...... T. eques 
Yellow-headed 

















garter snake....._.... T. s. sirtalis 
Harlequin snake.......L. zonata 
L. pyromelana 
Micrurus 
Harlequin.......<...---) M. f. tenere 
Harlequin coral 
SHARC 2s: M. £. barbouri 
M. f. fulvius 
Elaps harlequin 
rie M. £. fulvius 
Florida harlequin 
snake ne M. f. fulvius 
Sonora harlequin 
SOMOS ngs M. euryxanthus 
- Sonoran harle- 
quin snake...__.._..... M. euryxanthus 
Tawny harlequin 
ia ec M. f£. tenere 
Texas harlequin 
SECS M. £. tenere 
Hoop snake................ A. erythrogrammus 
C. c. constrictor 
F. abacura 
P. melanoleucus 
Hooped snake........... T. o. ordinatus 
Horn snake................ F. abacura 
Horned snake........... FF. abacura 
be fol: by >) | Pers F. abacura 
Eastern horn 
Po" ae eee F. a. abacura 
Red-bellied horn 
snake F. abacura 
Western horn 
snake F. a. reinwardtii 
Horse racev................ C. c. constrictor 
Jointed snake............ M. £. fulvius 
Leather snake........... N. septemvittata 
Graham’s leather 
snake N. grahamii 
Lozenge spotted 
rattlesnake............ C. adamanteus 
Lyre snake................ T. lambda 
T. lyrophanes 
T. vandenburghi 
Arizona lyre 
Ty See. T. lambda 
California lyre 
1 > ee eee T. vandenburghi 
Lower California 
lyre snake.............. T. lyrophanes 
Sonoran lyre 
<a ee T. lambda 
Texas lyre 
snake...................... T. vilkinsonii 
Vandenburgh 
lyre snake.............- T. vandenburghi 
Wilkinson’s lyre 
snake T. vilkinsonii 
Milk snake................. C. a. amoenus 
C. coccinea 
L. calligaster 
L. d. amaura 
L. d. gentilis 
L. d. syspila 


L. d. triangulum 








Milk 
Arizona milk 
snake 


(L. g. boylii) 
L. g. holbrooki 


L. pyromelana 





Banded milk 
Boyle milk 


snake 





Boyle’s milk 


Catalina Island 


milk snake........... 


Common milk 


Cope’s milk 


RN ceca cccn incite 


Desert milk 
snake 


(L. g. boylii) 
(L. g. boylii) 
(L. g. boylii) 


L. g. californiae 
(L. g. boylii) 


L. catalinensis 
L. d. triangulum 
L. d. amaura 


L. g. yumensis 





Eastern milk 


Louisiana milk 
snake 





Lower California 
milk snake........... 


Mexican milk 


|. a ee 
Milk suckev......... 
red milk snake.... 


ringed milk 


snake............. roca 
San Lucan milk 


Miliar (Military) 


LS a re 


Northern cat- 


eyed snake........... 
C1 aT 


Checked pilot 


oo 2 Ria 
Gray pilot............ 
Gray pilot snake... 
Green whip snake.... 
Lindheimer’s pilot 
Ci < GRE SRR 


Mountain pilot 


L. d. triangulum 
L. d. amaura 

(L. c. nitida) 

L. d. annulata 
L. d. triangulum 
L. d. amaura 

L. d. syspila 

L. d. annulata 


(L. g. conjuncta) 


..L. d. gentilis 


(L. g. boylii) 


S. m. miliarius 


L. a. septentrionalis 


A. c. contortrix 
A. piscivorus 

E. v. vulpina 

L. d. triangulum 


E. o. lindheimeri 
E. o. confinis 

E. o. lindheimeri 
O. vernalis 


E. o. lindheimeri 


..E. 0. obsoleta 
... A. contortrix 


C. c. constrictor 
E. o. lindheimeri 
E. v. vulpina 

P. melanoleucus 


rattlesnake pilot...A. c. contortrix 


water pilot.......... 
Poplar leaf.............. 


Pug-nosed snake.... 
Rattlesnake mate 


A. c. laticincius 
L. g. floridana 
L. a. cetulus 


...N, taxispilota 
--4.c, mokeson 


Arizona coach- 


whip snake........... 


Arizona whip 
snake 


Saurite snake........... T. s. sirtalis 
Sting snake.............. F. abacura 
Stinging snake.......... F. abacura 
Thimble snake........ D. r. regalis 
Thunder and lightning 
Thunderbolt.......... L. g. getulus 
‘Thunder snake.....F. abacura 
Tiger rattlesnake.....C. tigris 
Wampum snake........ F. abacuza 
Whip snake.............. M. £. flagellum 


M. f£. testaceus 
M. t. ornatus 
M. t. taeniatus 
(and more) 


(M. £. frenatum) 
M. bilineatus 





Black whip 


CASA ae eee ares 


Coachwhip or 


coachwhip snake.. 


CED whip 


Eastern coach- 


whip snake........... 


Few striped 


whip snake........... 


Many-striped 


whip snake.......... 


Ornate whip 


BIN oscar cscsacosda 


Pacific coach- 


whip snake.......... 


Prairie 


coachwhibp............ 
Red whip snake.... 


Striped 


coachwhibp............ 


Striped whip 
Striped-side 


whip snake.......... 


Texas coach- 


whip snake.......... 


Western coach- 
whip or coach- 


whip snake.......... 


Western whip 


Yellow coach- 


whip snake.......... 


Worm snake............ 


..M. £. flagellum 


M. £. flagellum 
M. f. testaceus 
(M. £. frenatus) 
M. lateralis 
(M. f£. frenatus) 
M. £. flagellum 
M. lateralis 


M. t. taeniatus 


..M. t. ornatus 


M. t. taeniatus 


..M. £. testaceus 


(M. £. frenatus) 


..M. t. schotti 
..M. t. schotti 


M. t. taeniatus 
M. lateralis 


M. tf. ornatus 


M. f. flagellum 
M. t. taeniatus 


..(M. £. frenatus) 


M. f. flagellum 
M. £. flagellum 


C. c. mormon 
(M. f. frenatum) 


C. a. amoenus 

C. a. helenae 

C. a. vermis 

C. bottae 

L. dulcis 

L. h. cahuilae 

L. h. humilis 

S. d. wrightorum 











Oo 
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California worm 








H. v. elegans 





H. v. valeriae 





snake L. h. humilis 
Cedros Island 

worm snake........... L. h. humilis 
Central worm 

snake C. a. helenae 
Desert worm 

snake L. h. cahuilae 
Eastern worm 

snake C. a. amoenus 





Helen’s worm 
snake 

Mexican worm 
snake 





L. dulcis 
L. myopica 


C. a. helenae 





L. myopica 


New Mexican 





worm snake........... L. d. dissecta 
San Lucan worm 

snake L. h. slevini 
Tampico worm 

00 | “ee L. myopica 
Texas worm 

Sci: <2 Senos L. dulcis 
Trans-Pecos 

worm snake........... L. h. segrega 
Utah worm 

snake L. h. utahensis 





Western worm 
snake 





C. a. vermis 
L. h. cahuilae 


L. h. humilis 


FOOD 


Strangely, food enters less frequently in common names than personal, geo- 
graphical, structural, quality, color or habitat names. There are 94 instances of 
food’s use. Three “food” snakes are “gopher” (32), “rat” (27) and “chicken” (21) 


snakes. 


“Mouse” (7), “mole” (3), “fish,” “egg,” etc., make a scattering group. 


Possibly “worm” snake may properly be classed as a food name rather than 
figurative (like a worm). 


Arizona gopher 


Baird’s rat snake...... 
Banded chicken 


snake 


P. c. affinis 
E. bairdi 


E. o. quadrivitiata 





Black chicken 


Black gopher 

CU ras 
Black rat snake........ 
Blotched rat snake.. 
Blue gopher snake... 


E. o. obsoleta 


D. c. erebennus 
E. o. obsoleta 
E. o. confinis 
D. c. couperi 


Blue gopher snake...D. c. erebennus 


California gopher 





0) SS (P. c. heermannii) 
Chicken snake.......... C. c. constrictor 
Elaphe 
E. laeta 
E. o. confinis 
E. o. obsoleta 
E. o. quadrivittata 
L. d. gentilis 
L. d. syspila 
L. g. holbrooki 
P. melanoleucus 
Coastal gopher 
snake. P. c. annectens 
Coast gopher 
snake P. c. catenifer 





Couper’s gopher 


_ LS Mia aS D. c. couperi 
Davis Mountain 

PAL ANAK. .............-. E. subocularis 
Deckert’s chicken 

oF E. o. deckerti 
Deckert’s rat 

1 ee E. o. deckerti 
mee SNOKE............000-.2. L. g. holbrooki 
Emory’s rat snake....E. laeta 
Fish snake..............-... T. e. couchii 
Four band rat 

0 Se Re E. o. quadrivitiata 
Four banded rat 

snake E. o. quadrivittata 
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FOOD 


Four lined rat 
GHORC on E. o. deckerti 
E. 0. quadrivitiata 
Gopher snake............ P. c. affinis 


Gray rat snake.......... 


Great Basin 
gopher snake......... 
Green rat snake........ 
Intermountain rat 
Ci? SES 
Lindheimer’s rat 
snake 


P. c. annectens 
P. c. catenifer 

P. c. deserticola 
(P. c. stejnegeri) 
Drymarchon 

E. laeta 

E. o. confinis 


P. c, catenifer 
E. chlorosoma 


E. 1. intermontana 


E. o. lindheimeri 





Mexican gopher 


CO <a P. d. deppei 


Mexican green 
rat snake................ 
Mexican rat snake... 


D. c. melanurus 


E. chlorosoma 
.D. c. melanurus 


Mole catcher.............. E. guttata 


Mole snake................- i 


Mouse snake.............. A. e. eleg 


North American 


chicken snake....... E. o. a ai 


Pacific gopher 
snake 





Peninsula rat 
snake 


Le rhombg*haculata 


~ 







E. laeta Pee 
T. marcian S se 
“p 


P. c. annectens 
P. c. catenifer 


E. rosaliae 





Pink rat snake........... E. g. rosacea 
Prairie rat snake......E. laeta 


Rat snake 


D. c. erebennus 





E. guttata 
E. laeta 





E. o. obsoleta 








Red rat snake............ E. g. rosacea 
Red-headed 

chicken snake....... E. o. confinis 
Rosy rat snake.......... E. g. rosacea 
San Diegan gopher 

oS P. c. annectens 
San Lucan gopher 

“REE: P. c. vertebralis 
Smooth-scaled 

gopher snake......... A. e. elegans 
Southern chicken 

snake E. o. confinis 
Spotted chicken 

| E. o. confinis 
Spotted mouse 

SS eee E. laeta 
Striped chicken 

snake E. o. quadrivitiata 
Striped mouse 

OOS SER S. grahamiae 


Utah gopher snake...(P. c. stejnegeri) 











Valley gopher 

snake (P. c. heermannii) 
Western gopher 

snake P. c. catenifer 

P.c. sayi 

West Florida 

chicken snake....... E. o. williamsi 
White gopher 

snake P. melanoleucus 








Yellow rat snake...... 


Worm snake.............. S. dekayi 
(See Figurative, Legendary) 
Yellow chicken 
0 ES E. o. quadrivittata 
Yellow gopher........... P.c. sayi 
Yellow gopher 
snake P.c. catenifer 


P.c. sayi 
E. o. quadrivitiata 


(See Figurative, Legendary) 


COLOR 

Color is a very common character of designation in all animal names. If the 
forms west of the Rockies were also exhaustively canvassed this study would easily 
have 500 or more common names with color used. In this study over 443 color 
names appear and about one-seventh (61) of them are in names of sim 
tions with “snake.” Or about one-eighth (57) of the names are color in simple 
combinations with words like chaser, racer, runner, pilot, rattler, viper, etc. The 
following colors are most often employed: Black 106, Red 78, Green 52, Brown 49, 
Yellow 32. The colors less frequently used are Ash, Blue, Copper, Gray, Hazel, 
Olive, Pink, Purple, and Vermilion. Colors we suppose will always be employed in 
true (common parlance) common names, not herpetologic combinations but unfor- 


tunately many times they may not be as distinctive as we might wish. 


The list follows: 








Ash 
meh enake.............! C. c. constrictor 
Black 

Black adder........... H. platyrhinos 
Black and white 
snake.......................P. melanoleucus 
Black and white 
king snake.............. (L. g. boylii) 
Black banded 
ground snake........: S. episcopa 
Black banded 
eee. C. imperialis 
Black blowing 
fi 6. ae H. platyrhinos 
Black bull 
A ee P. m. lodingi 
Black chain 
snake L. g. nigra 
Black chaser.......... C. c. constrictor 
Black chicken 
RNIN oo a ce ha E. o. obsoleta 
Black colubev........ E. o. confinis 

E. o. obsoleta 
Black garter 
snake T.e. atratus 
Black gopher 
OS Ea D. c. erebennus 
Black-headed 
OCT Ee Tantilla 

T. atriceps 

T. eiseni 

T. nigriceps 
Black-headed 
es aaa. T. atriceps 

T. eiseni 
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Black hognose 


snake 





Black hog-nosed 


snake 


H. platyrhinos 


H. platyrhinos 














Black king 

snake (L. g. conjuncta) 
L. g. getulus 
L. g. nigra 

Black 

massasauga............ S. c. catenatus 

Black moccasin.....L. g. getulus 

Biack pilot............. 

snake E. o. obsoleta 

Black pine 

snake P. m. lodingi 


Black Pituophis....P. m. lodingi 
Black racer............ C. c. constrictor 


Black racer 


Black rat snake... 
Black rattler......... 
Black 

rattlesnake............ 


C. c. flaviventris 
M. f. flagellum 
M. £. testaceus 
E. o. obsoleta 


.C. c. constrictor 


E. o. obsoleta 


.C. horridus 


.C. horridus 

C. v. oreganus 
C. v. cerberus 
S. c. catenatus 


Black snapper-....... S. c. catenatus 
Black snake........... C. c. constrictor 


C. c. flaviventris 
C. c. mormon 
C. c. priapus 





ple combina- 











FN te 


'w oe OY 

















(C. v. lucifer) 


C. v. oreganus 
E. o. lindheimeri 
E. o. obsoleta 
L. g. holbrooki 
N. s. sipedon 

Black spotted 

garter snake.......... T. 0. ordinatus 
T. radix 

Black swamp 

[2 ibe S. pygaea 


Black tail rattler.. C. molossus 
Black tail 


rattlesnake............. C. molossus 
Black-tailed 

i res, C. molossus 
Black-tailed 
rattlesnake............C. molossus 
Black viper............ H. platyrhinos 
Black viper 

ial el a H. platyrhinos 
Black water 

1s lh as N. s. sipedon 
Black water 

A 7 eS N. s. fasciata 


N. s. sipedon 
T. e. couchii 


Black whip 

5.152 = eee ae M. f. piceus 
Allegheny black 

Irs SS gear E. o. obsoleta 
American black 

SPE ee eae C. c. constrictor 
Arizona black- 

headed snake........ T. wilcoxi 
Blanchard’s black- 

headed snake......... T. utahensis 
California black- 

headed snake.........T. eiseni 
Common black 

US ee ee C. c. constrictor 
Common black 

TD i EE C. c. constrictor 
Diamond black 

water snake........... N. rhombifera 
Dotted black 

Tn ae L. g. holbrooki 
Dunn’s black 

oA eee Se C.c. priapus 
Florida black 

HE Sak OO eae C. c. priapus 


Great Plains’ 
black-headed 


STE 2 SaaS Eee T. nigriceps 
Gunther’s black- 

headed snake........ T. atriceps 
Huachuca black- 

headed snake........ T. wilcoxi 
Kennicott’s black- 

headed snake........T. nigriceps 
Little black and 

red snake................ D. p. edwardsii 
Little black 

rattlesnake............. S. c. catenatus 
Louisiana black 

LE a ea C. c. anthicus 
Lower California 

black-headed 

MERIC Sete ee, 25, te T. planiceps 
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Mexican black 


“OS a D. c. erebennus 
Mountain black 

SRARe oo a E. o. obsoleta 
Northern black- 


tailedrattlesnake..C. molossus 
Pilot black 


1 E. o. obsoleta 
Red-bellied 
black snake...._..... N. e. erythrogaster 
Scaly black 
rs E. o. obsoleta 
Slender black- 
headed snake........ T. gracilis 
Slick black 
CT eae C. c. constrictor 
Swamp black 
EN oc sons ae S. pygaea 
Texas black- 
headed snake......... T. atriceps 
T. n. fumiceps 
(T. kirnia) 
T. nigriceps 
The small black 


and red snake........ D. p. edwardsii 
True black snake..C. c. constrictor 
Utah black- 

headed snake......... T. utahensis 
Western black 


rattlesnake............ C. v. oreganus 

Wilcox black- 

headed snake......... T. wilcoxi 

Yellow-bellied 

black snake............ (B. vetustus) 
Blu 


e 
Blue bull snake.....D. c. couperi 


.c. erebennus 


Blue chaser............ C. c. flaviventris 
Blue gopher 
<7 D. c. couperi 


D. c. erebennus 

C. c. constrictor 

C. c. flaviventris 

C. c. mormon 

D. p. arnyi 

D. p. docilis (young) 
E. o. obsoleta 

Blue racer snake.. C. c. flaviventris 
Blue runner...........C. c. constrictor 
Eastern blue 


Blue racer.............. 


Fox’s blue racer....C. c. constrictor 
M. f. testaceus 
Brown 
Brown blind 
snake... ........a. h. humilis 
Brown garter. 
SO ee ees T. eques 


GIG 6 cose ck cede S. d. dekayi 
S.d. wrightorum 


ict NSE Sa nee (B. flaviventris) 
Brown king 
STAGE fi ose cidecsceoasoush L. calligaster 

L. c. rhombomaculata 
Brown racevr........ .C.-c. constrictor 
Brown sedge 
ciel: <i eae renee E. guitata 





Brown snake......... (C. mitis) 
L. c. rhombomaculata 
N. s. fasciata 

H. striatula 

S. dekayi 

S. occipitomaculata 

S. d. victa 

T. o. ordinatus 

H. v. elegans 

H. v. valeriae 
Brown spotted 


garter snake.......... T. rufipunctatus 
Brown thread 
Cee M. £. flagellum 
Brown water 
OS ee N. rigida 

N. s. sipedon 

N. taxispilota 


Brown worm 











snake H. v. valeriae 
Florida brown 
snake S. d. victa 
Gentle brown 
“C2 ee, (C. mitis) 
Gray-bellied 
brown snake......... S. dekayi 
Kennicott’s brown 
snake H. v. elegans 
Little brown 
“0 eta eR. H. striatula 
S. dekayi 
S. occipitomaculata 


: T. o. ordinatus 
Mexican brown 


TLULD 5 RINE BRR S. d. temporalineata 
Pacific brown 

oo <a (C. mitis) 
Red-bellied 

brown snake.......... S. occipitomaculata 
Small brown 

ere. S. d. dekayi 


S. d. wrightorum 
Small brown 


o> eae. H. striatula 
Small-eyed 

brown snake......... H. striatula 
Smooth brown 
“ae H. v. valeriae 
Spotted brown 

1 ROAR S. d. dekayi 


S. d. texana 
Storer’s brown 





ol eee S. occipitomaculata 

Virginia brown 

snake (V. v. elegans) 

Yellowish brown 

rattlesnake............ C. horridus 
Cloudy 

Cloudy leaf- 

nosed snake........... P. d. nubilus 
Copper 

Copper bell 

Cl ae A. contortrix 

Copper-bellied 

moccasin................. N. s. confluens 

N. erythrogaster 

Copper-bellied 

Ss N. erythrogaster 

Copper-bellied 

water snake........... N. erythrogaster 
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Coral snake...... 


“Coral” snake 


Coral-bellied 


ring-necked 


BBC. onsen 
Arizona coral 


snake 


socsee D. a. pulchellus 


Copper belly N. erythrogaster 
N. s. confluens 
Copper belly 
snake N. erythrogaster 
N.s. confluens 
A. contortrix 
Copperhead........... A. contortrix ( 
E. vulpina 
Copperhead 
MOCCABIN..............0:. A. contortrix 
Copper snake........ S. occipitomaculata 
Coppery whip 
it eS (M. f. frenatus) 
The copperhead....A. contortrix 
Coral 
Coral adder............ M. f. tenere 
Coral king snake..(L. e. elapsoides) 





.d, amaura 

L. d. gentilis 

L. zonata 

M. euryxanthus 
M. f£. barbouri 
M. f. fulvius 

M. f. tenere 

L. d. amaura 

L. d. gentilis 

(L. e. elapsoides) 
L. zonata 

L. pyromelana 





Common coral 


Eastern coral 


snake 


me M. f. fulvius 


:M. euryxanthus 





M. f. fulvius 





False coral 
snake 





Florida coral 


snake 





C. coccinea 


M. f. fulvius 





Harlequin coral 


snake 





North American 
coral snake....... 


snake 


ewoiel M. euryxanthus 


Sonoran coral 





South Florida 
coral snake....... 


Se M. f. barbouri 


M. f. barbouri 
M. £. fulvius 


M. f. fulvius 


M. euryxanthus ‘ 











oo M. f. tenere 

Western coral 

snake M. euryxanthus 
Cotton 

Cottonmouth A. piscivorus 

Cottonmouth 

moccasin A. piscivorus 

Cottonmouth 

snake A. piscivorus 

Cottonmouth 


water moccasin... 
Cotton-mouthed 


snake 





Dusky 
Dusky garter 


snake 


A. piscivorus 


A. piscivorus 


T. o. ordinatus 























Faded 





Gray rat snake..... 


Faded 

rattlesnake............ C. v. decolor 

Faded snake.......... A. e. elegans 

Midget faded 

rattlesnake............ C. v. decolor 
Gray 

Gray bellied 

brown snake.......... S. d. wrightorum 

Gray garter 

snake T. e. vagrans 

Gray pilot............. E. o. confinis 

Gray pilot snake.. E. o. confinis 


E. o. lindheimeri 
_E. laeta 
E. o. confinis 


Gray rattlesnake_.§S. m. miliarius 


Gray red-headed 
‘COT 


Green 
Green-banded 


E. o. confinis 
(Virginia) 
Haldea 

H. v. valeriae 


E. o. confinis 


water snake........... N. e. transversa 


Green-bush 
eS 
Green garter 
“La a 


.O. aestivus 


T. e. vagrans 
T. o. ordinatus 


.O. aestivus 
O. v. blanchardi 
O. v. vernalis 


.N. rigida 


Green racet........... (B. vetustus) 


C. c. constrictor 
C. c. flaviventris 
C.c. mormon 

M. £. testaceus 


M. t. schotti 
Green rat snake....E. chlorosoma 
Green rattler......... C. 1. lepidus 
Green 
rattlesnake............ C. 1. klauberi 
C. 1. lepidus 
C. molossus 
Green rock 
WAUGIOL... <.:-ncs0sece-c: C. 1. klauberi 
Green rock 
rattlesnake............ C. 1. klauberi 
C. 1. lepidus 
Green spotted 
garter snake.......... T. o. ordinatus 
Green spotted 
MER Lc es ceapeagsecshess=s D. margaritiferus 
Green spotted 
snake T. o. ordinatus 





Green striped 
garter snake......... 
Green summer 


.T. o. parietalis 


1 ee O. aestivus 
Green tree snake..O. aestivus 


Green water 


Oo 2 N. c. cyclopion 


N. c. floridana 





Green whip 
snake 





Common green 
snake 





O. aestivus 


O. v. blanchardi 
O. v. vernalis 











Florida green 

water snake........... N. c. floridana 

Keeled green 

SVG O. aestivus 

Keel-scaled 

green snake........... O. aestivus 

Little green 

snake O. v. blanchardi 
} T. o. ordinatus 

Mexican green 

rat snake................ E. chlorosoma 

Northern green 

snake O. v. blanchardi 

O. v. vernalis 

Rough-coated 

green snake........... O. aestivus 

Rough green 

snake O. aestivus 

Rough scaled 


green snake......... 


Smooth green 
snake 


..O. aestivus 


O. v. blanchardi 





Smooth-scaled 


green snake......... 


Southern green 
snake 


O. v. vernalis 


..O. vernalis 


O. aestivus 





Summer green 


Cn 3 ee eee 


...O. aestivus 


The green snake...O. vernalis 


Hazel 


Hazelhead........... 


Indigo 


Indigo snake....... 


Mexican indigo 


Tropical indigo 
snake 


...A. contortrix 


...D. c. couperi 


D. c. erebennus 


...D. c. erebennus 


D. c. erebennus 





Lead 
Lead colored 


worm snake........ 


Olive 


Olive racer.......... 


Olive water 


SS Soe 


Orange 
Orange-bellied 


moccasin............. 


Pale 


Pale rattler......... 
Pale snake.......... 


Pallid 
Pallid 


rattlesnake......... 


Pink 
Pink-bellied 


...C. bottae 
...C. ¢. flaviventris 


...N. septemvittata 


...N. erythrogaster 
...C. m. pyrrhus 
....N. septemvittata 
... C, mitchellii 


...M. £. piceus 
...M. £. testaceus 
... E. g. rosacea 


Pink rattlesnake...C.-1. lepidus 


Pinkish ground 





...(S. m. miniata) 





P 


urple 
Purple-tailed 


SS ae (C. mitis) 
Red 

Red adder............... A. rp a a 
H. pla inos 

Red-backed stad 

garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 

Red-barred 

garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 


Red bead snake.....M. £. fulvius 


1S eRe: N. e. erythrogaster 
Red- bellied 
brown snake.......... S. occipitomaculata 


Red-bellied 
DeKay’s snake......S. occipitomaculata 
Red-bellied 

garter snake.......... S. occipitomaculata 
Red-bellied 
ground snake 


eee S. occipitomaculata 
Red-bellied 


2) ES F. abacura 

Red-bellied 

SSPOPerIA.....-........:- S. occipitomaculata 

Red-bellied 

water snake........... N. erythrogaster 
N. s. fasciata 

Red chicken 

_ E. guttata 

Red coluber........... E. guttata 

Red diamond 

RI os ko C.r. ruber 

TS a A. contortrix 

Red garter.............. T. o. parietalis 


Red garter snake..T. o. ordinatus 
T. o. parietalis 
Red-headed 


chicken snake....... E. o. confinis 
Red-headed 


COTES 2 aS (E. spiloides) 
E. vulpina 

Red king snake.....L. d. amaura 
L. d. gentilis 
L. d. syspila 


(L. e. virginiana) 

(L. e. elapsoides) 
Red-lined snake... A. erythrogrammus 
Red milk snake.....L. d. amaura 


L. d. syspila 
Red racer............... M. f. testaceus 
(M. f. frenatus) 
E. guttata 
E. o. quadrivitiata 
Red rattlesnake....C. exsul 
C. m. pyrrhus 
C.r. ruber 
Red sided garter 
"5 ea. T. o. parietalis 
Red snake.............. E. guttata 
H. platyrhinos 
L. d. amaura 
L. d. doliata 
L. d. syspila 
L. d. triangulum 
Red spotted 
Chilopoma............. T. rufipunctatus 
Red spotted 
garter snake.......... T. rufipunctatus 


T. o. parietalis 





Red-striped 


garter snake.......... T. o. ordinatus 
. T. s. proximus 
Red viper............... A. contortrix 


Red whip snake....(M. £. frenatus) 
Blanchard’s red 


king snake............. (L. e. elapsoides) 
Florida red- 

bellied snake......... S. o. obscura 
Gray redheaded 

OOMIDEN ...-.-.3-.c E. o. confinis 
Kirtland’s red 

“Oe a SR ee N. kirtlandii 
Little black and 

red snake............... D. p. edwardsii 
Little red-bellied 

snake... ...§. occipitomaculata 


Little red ‘snake... .N. kirtlandii 
North American 

red-bellied snake. F. abacura 
Pacific red-sided 


garter snake.......... T. o. concinnus 

Small red and 

black snake............ D. p. edwardsii 

beter redbellied 

“ee ESS. S. occipitomaculata 

The red-bellied 

water snake........... N. erythrogaster 

Virginia red 

king snake............. (L. e. virginiana) 

Virginia red 

er ead (L. e. virginiana) 
Rosy 

ROSY DODB....<..0-.<0--<2 L. r. gracia 


L. r. roseofusca 
Rosy rat snake......E. g. rosacea 
California rosy 
1 Ae et a L. r. roseofusca 
Desert rosy boa.....L. r. gracia 
Rusty 
Rusty moccasin....A.c¢. contortrix 
A. piscivorus 


Scarlet 

Scarlet house 
“LOC 2 Rare L. d. amaura 
Scarlet king 
BRR cerveorctosieccscne L. d. amaura 

L. d. syspila 

(L. e. elapsoides) 
Scarlet racer......... E. guttata 
Scarlet snake......... C. coccinea 

L. d. amaura 

L. d. gentilis 

L. d. syspila 

(L. e. elapsoides) 


(L. e. virginiana) 
Northern scarlet 
king snake............. (L. e. virginiana) 
L. d. temporalis 
Silver 
Silver snake.......... C. bottae 
Straw 
Straw snake.......... C. stramineus 
Straw-colored 
OO Se C. stramineus 
Tawny 
Tawny harlequin 
SO) = Re aE: (E. tristis) 
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at tate | re oe 
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Secheclechscicchesieehecies) 


Vermilion 
Vermilion ground 
snake 
Vermilion lined 





(S. m, miniata) 





Yellow-bellied 


Yellow-belly 











The table follows. 





ground snake......... S. s. linearis 
White 
White-bellied 
garter snake.......... T. eques 
White gopher 
2 EE ees. P. melanoleucus 
White oak 
a E. o. quadrivittata 
White racer............ M. f. testaceus 
ite 
rattlesnake............. C. 1. lepidus 
C. m. mitchellii 
C. m. pyrrhus 
White throated 
TL Se E. o. obsoleta 
Black and white 
snake P. melanoleucus 
Yellow 
Yellow-bellied 
black snake............C. c. flaviventris 
Yellow-bellied 
king snake............. (B. vetustus) 


L. calligaster 


bar ticesToeeececste C. c. flaviventris 


N. septemvittata 


N. e. flavigaster 
N. e. transversa 


water snake........... N. e. flavigaster 
Yellow bull 
LS Sa ee, P. c. sayi 
































Yellow chicken 








| RE A. E. 0. quadrivittata 

Yellow coach- 

whip snake............ M. f. testaceus 
(M. £. frenatus) 

Yellow gopher......P. c. sayi 

Yellow gopher 

snake P. c. catenifer 
P.c. sayi 

Yellow ground 

snake S. episcopa 

Yellow-headed 

garter snake.......... T. s. sirtalis 

Yellow king 

SIR Pe eos 3 L. g. brooksi 

Yellow lipped 

SHOme ee R. flavilata 


Yellow rat snake..E. o. quadrivittata 
Yellow rattler....... C. horridus 
Yellow 
rattlesnake............. C. horridus 

C. v. decolor 


Yellow speckled 
king snake............. L. g. holbrooki 
Yellow spotted 
black snake........... .L. g. holbrooki 
Yellow spotted 
king snake... L. g. holbrooki 
Yellow water 
| 7 ee ae (N. c. ustus) 

N. s. confluens 
Yellowish brown 
rattlesnake............. C. horridus 
Great yellow 
rattlesnake._.......... C. horridus 
Western yellow- 
bellied racer.......... C.c. mormon 


In about 48 instances the simple color name is used as the only adjective with 
some other name than “snake” and in at least 18-20 times these are with “racer.” In 
over one hundred cases the color is with another adjective and in 45 cases in com- 
bination with other colors or patterns to make a three adjective modifier of the 
noun, e. g., Red-barred garter snake, Gray-bellied brown snake. 

PATTERN 

In our first analysis of common names we had 250 color and 220 habitat names 
and we concluded color pattern (239) pushed them closely. But the totals now 
reveal color (500) and habitat (403) wherein pattern appears at 402. Color pattern 
is still a decided factor in common name formation. The nine forms (striped 51, 
spotted 48 to ringed 14) comprise 296 or about four-fifths of the group of 48 collected 
types. At least 17 of the 48 have been used only once and 7 pattern names twice. 


Originally we planned to add harlequin, lozenge, lyre and garter categories 
to the pattern total. Had we done so the total would be augmented by 170 or a 
final total of 532—more than color or habitat names. Strictly speaking, one could 
eliminate also -headed, -necked, -throated, -faced and other such types and place 
them under structure. With equal logic we could abstract from this pattern total 
these figurative titles: Calico, chain, chevron, miter, rainbow, ribbon, ring. 








PATTERN 
BATTIDCCG ons occucicsverccceciece a. SCOlMprea ace ch 2  Runctated: <2. 
EE aie ere 18: Continent: .sccic.ckce Bs) SEREEWOG IW x s0c0scessceccuscs cee 
3 GEOWHOE: occ scsi ntess 2S FADOMD 6.23 
Diamond .. 84 Ribbon 
Embellished .................... By GREE aio. oe ee 
jh TOE ss ee or eee De) WERAROO | son scn. isi 
| Garter (see figurative) SCCRIOG ooo ok 
C11 EY Caer aes oe SPOCNECKEG . ..nn..eccececcrense 
| Bicolored ...........-cesce.se--e+-- 2 RR Rae Te |” Rael 
EE on 2 AS} ET, RARE IB DY 10: ireeked |... 
Blotched i 


Striated 




















Neck and necked 














PATTERN 


Calico 2 

Chain 5 Ocellated 
SS TCA 2 Ornate 
GO _————— 3 Painted 
Checquered ...................... 3 Pied 
(Cb | oped ona 1 Plain 
Annulated 


Annulated snake..L. a. septentrionalis 


Back 
Diamond-back......C. adamanteus 
Diamond back 


moccasin................ ‘N. rhombifera 
Diamond back 
/ oO aa C. adamanteus 
Diamond back 
rattlesnake............. C. adamanteus 
C. atrox 
C. ruber 


C. scutulatus 
; C. v. oreganus 
Diamond-back 


0) ree. C. atrox 
Diamond-back 
water snake........... N. rhombifera 


Eastern diamond 
back rattlesnake...C, adamanteus 
Eastern diamond 





back C. adamanteus 
Florida diamond 
Re eat C. adamanteus 


Florida diamond 

back rattlesnake...cC. adamanteus 
Western diamond 

back rattlesnake.. C. atrox 


Backed 
Diamond-backed 
water snake........... N. rhombifera 
Red-backed 
garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 
Red diamond- 
backed 
rattlesnake............. C. r. ruber 
Southern 
diamond-backed 
rattlesnake............. C. adamanteus 
Southeastern 
diamond-backed 
rattlesnake............. C. adamanteus 
Western 
diamond-backed 
rattlesnake............. C. atrox 
Banded 
Banded bur- 
rowing snake......... C. cinctus 
Banded chicken 
| I E. o. quadrivitiata 
Banded flat- 
nosed snake........... S. grahamiae 
S. hexalepis 
Banded ground 
2 S. episcopa 
S. semiannulata 
Banded kin 
snake.....................-.kee@. gentilis 
I... g. californiae 
L. pyromelana 
Banded milk 
<a (L. g. boylii) 
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Banded miter 
snake 





Banded rattler...... 


Banded 
rattlesnake............ 


Black banded 
ground snake........ 


Broad banded 


copperhead............ 


Brown-banded 
leather snake........ 
Double-banded 
ground snake........ 
Four-banded 


Four-banded 


Tat SHaKe..:.;.-:-...-.: 


Green-banded 











epee 34 Striped 51 

i Sane Se ee 1 Thread 1 
: SUT ON TE ie eee eee 2 

irae st 1 Total 402 


C. o. occipitalis 

S. episcopa 

C. h. atricaudatus 
C. h. horridus 


C. horridus 


C. o. annulata 
C. o. klauberi 
C. o. occipitalis 


S. episcopa 
S. semiannulata 


A. c. laticinctus 


N. rigida 


.C. o. klauberi 


E. o. quadrivitiata 


E. o. quadrivitiata 


water snake........... N. e. transversa 


Narrow-banded 


copperhead ............ A. c. contortrix 


North American 
seven-banded 


Northern-banded 
water snake.......... 


Peninsula-banded 


king snake............. 


Seven-banded 
water snake.......... 
Southern banded 
water snake.......... 
The banded 


rattlesnake............ 


Two-banded 


ground snake........ 
Barred 


Red-barred 


.N. septemvittata 


.N.s. fasciata 


C. horridus 


C. o. klauberi 


garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 


Bellied 


Copper-bellied 
water snake.......... 
Coral-bellied 
ring-necked 


.N. e. erythrogaster 


i) ee D. a. pulchellus 
Florida red- 

bellied snake......... S. 0. obscura 
Grey-bellied 

brown snake.......... S. dekayi 

Little red- 

bellied snake......... S. occipitomaculata 


North American 
red-bellied snake. 
Orange-bellied 
moccasin............... 


.F. abacura 


.N. e. erythrogaster 











ins h= Basi ma eles h-vhom=shom-.| 














Red-bellied 


black snake............ N. e. erythrogaster 
Red-bellied 
brown snake.......... S. occipitomaculata 
Red-bellied 
DeKay’s snake......S. occipitomaculata 
Red-bellied 
horn snake............. F.. abacura 
Red-bellied 
mud snake............. S. pygaea 
Red-bellied 
MERTIAONS. ono ol sta D. a. amabilis 

F. abacura 

S. pygaea 


Red-bellied 


Storeria.......... 


Red-bellied 
water snake 


White-bellied 
garter snake 
Yellow-bellied 


Yellow-bellied 


water snake 
Belly 


Copper belly 


Copper belly 
moccasin........ 


Bicolor 


Bicolor ground 


S. occipitomaculata 
T. gracilis 


S. occipitomaculaia 


N. e. erythrogaster 


N. e. erythrogaster 
N. s. confluens 


N. s. confluens 


N. e. erythrogaster 
N. s. pictiventris 


S. episcopa 
S. semiannulata 


Bicolor sea snake. P. platurus 


Bicolored 


Bicolored ground 


BNE caste ow S. episcopa 
S.s. blanchardi 
S.s. gloydi 
Bleached 
Bleached rattler...C. m. pyrrhus 
Bleached 
rattlesnake............ C. m. mitchellii 
C. m. pyrrhus 
Blotched 
Blotched king 
eee L. calligaster 
L. c. rhombomaculata 
Blotched rat 
NERS cone ccacke nc E. o. confinis 
Calico 


L. d. syspila 
(L. e. virginiana) 





Chain 
Chain snake.......... L. g. getulus 
L. g. nigra 
Black chain 
snake L. g. nigra 
Common chain 
Se ES L. g. getulus 
Say’s chain 
Se L. calligaster 
Checked 
Checked pilot 
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snake E. o. confinis 
E. o. lindheimeri 
Checkered 
Checkered adder..H. platyrhinos 
L. d. triangulum 
Checkered snake..L. d. triangulum 
Checquered 
Checquered 
8 i a a H. platyrhinos 
L. d. syspila 
L. d. triangulum 
Checquered 
shane. no 8 L. d. triangulum 
Chevron 


Chevron rattler....C. h. atricaudatus 
Collared 
Collared garter 





i ae. T. eques 

Collared miter 

snake (S. e. torquatus) 
Confluent 

Confluent 

rattlesnake.........._.. C. v. oreganus 

C. v. viridis 

Crowned 


Crowned snake.....T. coronata 

Crowned Tantilla. T. coronata 
Diamond 

Diamond back...... C. adamanteus 

Diamond back 





moccasm...._.......... N. rhombifera 

Diamond back 

2 es Se een C. adamanteus 

Diamond back 

rattlesnake............. C. adamanteus 
C. atrox 

Diamond back 

snake C. atrox 

Diamond back 

water snake........... N. rhombifera 

Diamond backed 

water snake.._........ N. rhombifera 

Diamond black 

water snake........... N. rhombifera 

Diamond 

moccasin............... N. rhombifera 


Diamond rattler...C. adamanteus 

Diamond 

rattlesnake............. C. adamanteus 
C. atrox 

Diamond water 





snake N. rhombifera 
Arizona diamond 
rattlesnake............. C. atrox 
Desert diamond 
rattlesnake............. C. atrox 

C. scutulatus 
Eastern 


diamond-back....... C. adamanteus 
Eastern diamond 
back rattlesnake...C. adamanteus 
Eastern diamond 


PL: C. adamanteus 
Eastern diamond 
rattlesnake............ C. adamanteus 
Florida 


diamond-back....... C. adamanteus 
Florida diamond 
back rattlesnake...C. adamanteus 





Mohave diamond 
rattlesnake............. C. scutulatus 
Red diamond- 

backed 

rattlesnake............. C.r. ruber 
Red diamond 

io eee C.r. ruber 


Southern 

diamond-backed 

1 eae C. adamanteus 
Southeastern 

diamond-backed 
rattlesnake............. C. adamanteus 
Texas diamond 
rattlesnake............ C. atrox 

The diamond 

water snake........... N. rhombifera 
Western diamond 

back rattlesnake...C. atrox 


Western 

diamond-backed 

rattlesnake............ C. atrox 

Western diamond 

rattlesnake............. C. atrox 

C. r. ruber 

Embellished 

Embellished 

garter snake.......... T. o. concinnus 
Fasciated 

Fasciated snake....N. s. fasciata 
Headed 

Arizona black- 

headed snake......... T. wilcoxi 

Black headed 

“on ee Tantilla 

T. wilcoxi 

Black-headed 

ad i T. wilcoxi 

California 


black-headed......... T. eiseni 


Kennicott’s black- 


headed snake........ 
Lower California 
black-headed 
0) eer T. planiceps 
Slender black- 


_T. nigriceps 


headed snake.........T. eiseni 

Slender dark- 

headed snake........ T. gracilis 

Texas black- 

headed snake.........T. nigriceps 

Wilcox’s black 

headed snake.........T. wilcoxi 
Line 

Line snake............. T. lineatum 
Lined 

Four lined 


chicken snake....... E. o. quadrivittata 

Four lined 

PAU BNC. ....ccc.s0d E. o. quadrivittata 
E. o. deckerti 

Four lined snake..E. o. quadrivittata 
T. lineatum 

The lined snake....T. lineatum 

Three lined boa.....L. trivirgata 

Three lined 

snake... sessesesee---dae LFiVirgata 








Two-lined water 





snake N. rigida 
Vermilion lined 
ground snake......... S. s. linearis 
Miter 
Miter snake........... S. semiannulata 
S. episcopa 
T. gracilis 
T. nigriceps 


Banded miter 
snake S. episcopa 
S. semiannulata 





Wagner’s miter 


Neck 





LE Ra eee T. c. wagneri 
Ring neck snake... Diadophis 
Ringed necked 

snake Diadophis 
Arny’s ring neck 

CL a aes D. p. arnyi 
Eastern ring 

St See ee D. p. edwardsii 
Los Angeles ring 

neck snake............. D. a. modestus 


Lower California 

ring neck snake....D. anthonyi 
Mississippi ring- 

neck snake............. D. p. stictogenys 
Mississippi Valley 

ring-neck snake....D. p. stictogenys 
Northeastern ring 





neck D. p. edwardsii 
Northern ring 
TER. D. p. edwardsii 
Northwestern 


ring-neck snake....D. a. occidentalis 
Ozark ring neck... D. p. arnyi 
Pacific ring 

neck snake............. D. a. amabilis 
Ring-neck snake.. Diadophis 

San Diegan ring- 


neck snake............. D. a. similis 
Sierran ring 

neck snake............. D. a. pulchellus 
Sonoma inti 

neck.....................-..D. a. occidentalis 
Sonoran ring 

neck snake............. D. r. regalis 
Southeastern 


ring-neck snake...D. p. punctatus 
Southern ring- 

neck snake............. D. p. punctatus 
Texas ring-neck 

SUT RE eee ean D. p. docilis 


D. p. stictogenys 
Van Denburgh’s 
ring-neck snake...D. a. vandenburghi 
Western ring- 
neck snake............. D. a. amabilis 
D. a. modestus 
D. a. occidentalis 
D. a. pulchellus 
D. a. similis 
D. a. vandenburghi 
D. p. arnyi 
D. r. regalis 

















\ 


Necked 














(See list under neck plus) 

California ring- 

necked snake......... D. a. amabilis 
D. a. pulchellus 
D. a. similis 


Coral-bellied ring 
necked snake......... D. a. pulchellus 














South California 

ring-necked 

snake D. a. similis 

Regal ring- 

necked snake......... D. r. regalis 
Ocellated 

Ocellated garter 

oo ie T. eques 
Ornate 

Ornate garter 

snake T. o. parietalis 

T. eques 

Ornate racer.......... M. t. ornatus 
Painted 

Painted king 

snake L. d. syspila 

Painted water 

snake N. s. pictiventris 

Prairie painted 

king snake.............. L. d. gentilis 
Pied 


Pied water snake..N. taxispilota 
Plain 

Plain garter 

snake T. o. ordinatus 
Punctated 

Punctated-viper....D. p. punctatus 
Rainbow 

Rainbow snake.....F. abacura 
Rhom 

N. A. rhomb 

marked snake........ N. rhombifera 
Ribbon 

Ribbon snake......... T. lineatum 

T. sirtalis 














Ring 
(Include “neck,” “necked” names plus) 
Beautiful ring 
YT a D. a. pulchellus 
Ring king snake....L. d. annulata 
Ring snake.............. D. p. edwardsii 
D. p. punctatus 
D. p. stictogenys 
D. r. regalis 
L. d. gentilis 
M. euryxanthus 
Sonoran ring 
OS eR S. semiannulata 
Spotted ring 
snake D. a. amabilis 
Ringed 
Mohave ringed 
1 EE C. o. annulata 
Ringed ground 
snake S. semiannulata 
S. episcopa 
Ringed king 
snake L. d. annulata 
L. d. gentilis 
Ringed milk 
Se L. d. annulata 
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Ringed neck 
snake D. a. amabilis 
D. p. arnyi 
D. p. edwardsii 
Ringed snake......... C. cinctus 
D. p. edwardsii 
L. a. septentrionalis 
Sonora ringed 
snake C. cinctus 
Sonoran ringed 
snake C. cinctus 
Speckled 
Speckled ground 
snake D. margaritiferus 
Speckled king 
> a L. g. holbrooki 
Speckled rattler....C. m. pyrrhus 
Speckled 
rattlesnake............. C. m. pyrrhus 
Southwestern 
speckled 
rattlesnake............. C. m. pyrrhus 
Spot-necked 
Spot-necked 
SS ee S. occipitomaculata 
Spotted 
Spotted adder........ E. o. quadrivittata 
L. d. syspila 
L. d. triangulum 
S. dekayi 
Spotted belly......... N. s. pictiventris 
Spotted black 
snake C. c. constrictor 
Spotted brown 
oO eee S. d. dekayi 
S. d. texana 
Spotted bull 
snake P. c. sayi 
Spotted chicken 
ict Saat eae E. o. confinis 


E. o. lindheimeri 
Spotted coluber....E. guttata 














Spotted garter | 
BORG so se T. rufipunctatus 
T. eques 
T. marcianus 
T. o. ordinatus 
T. sirtalis 
Spotted gray 
CT 6 eae emee! E. o. confinis 
Spotted ground 
snake H. v. valeriae 
Spotted king 
snake L. g. holbrooki 
Spotted mouse 
ES E. laeta 
Spotted neck 
“eae S. occipitomaculata 
Spotted-necked 
snake S. occipitomaculata 
Spotted night 
snake H. torquata 
Spotted pilot 
RTI ee Pccc coisa E. o. confinis 


Spotted racer......... E. guttata 
Spotted rattler......C. p. pricei 

S. miliarius 
Spotted 


rattlesnake............: Cc. polystictus 
C. p. pricei 





C. v. viridis 
S. miliarius 


Spotted riband 
Ane co T. e. vagrans 
Spotted ribbon 
snake... sevssees----- D's S Sirtalis 
Spotted - ring 
lo) ae D. a. amabilis 
Spotted snake....... E. guttata 

S. dekayi 

T. ordinatus 
Spotted spread- 
ine OGGer. —__......2 H. platyrhinos 


Spotted viper........ E. guttata 
Spotted water 


US ee eae N. s. sipedon 

Spotted water 

snake... .....N. s. sipedon 

Arizona spotted 

rattlesnake............. C. p. pricei 

Three spotted 

rattlesnake............ S. c. tergeminus 

Triple spotted 

rattlesnake............. S. c. catenatus 

Western spotted 

garter snake.......... T. rufipunctatus 

Yellow spotted 

black dotted 

a <i L. g. holbrooki 

Yellow spotted 

king snake............. L. g. holbrooki 
Streaked 


Streaked snake.....T. ordinatus 
T. lineatum 

Common 

streaked snake......T. o. ordinatus 

Swift streaked 


oo T. s. sirtalis 
Striated 
Striated viper........ H. striatula 
Striped 
Striped chicken 
snake... .....E, 0. quadrivittata 
Striped coach — 
TERED. co ckgtsnccdccsiccise M. t. schotti 
Striped garter 
nT T. o. ordinatus 
Striped grass 
“ee. T. o. ordinatus 
Striped ground 
TLDs Dee Sieeaabe. S. s. linearis 
S. s. semiannulata 
(S. m. miniata) 
Striped house 
1 aa E. 0. quadrivitiata 
Striped king 
AS EE L. g. californiae 
Striped Moccasin.N. s. clarkii 
N. rigida 
N. grahamii 


Striped mouse 
STR oe corecns coh coe Ss. 


g. lineata 
Striped racer........ 


.M. lateralis 

M. t. ornatus 
M. t. schotti 
M. t. taeniatus 
Striped 

rattlesnake............ C. adamanteus 
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Striped side whip 

snake M. lateralis 

Striped snake........ Thamnophis 
T. butleri 
T. ordinatus 
T. radix 


T. sirtalis 
T. lineatum 
Striped swamp 


<a. T. lineatum 

Striped water 

0 re N. s. clarkii 
N. rigida 


N. septemvittata 
T. s. sirtalis 


Striped whip 

BHARS occ M. t. taeniatus 
Common striped 

Binks co en T.s. sirtalis 
Few striped 

cD Ges EE. M. lateralis 
Great Basin 

striped racer.......... M. t. taeniatus 


Green striped 
garter snake.......... T. o. parietalis 
Half-striped 


(OVC 2 ak Bee Rab eae M. bilineatus 

Little striped 

2 < ee H. striatula 

Many striped 

whip snake............. M. t. taeniatus 

Nevada striped 

es 2) Se RR URE M. t. taeniatus 

One striped 

garter snake.......... T. 0. concinnus 
T. o. infernalis 

Red striped 

garter snake.......... T. ordinoides 


T. s. proximus 
Seven striped 


water snake........... N. septemvittata 

Single-striped 

garter snake.......... T.e. atratus 

T. o. infernalis 

Small-headed 

striped snake......... T. ordinoides 

Swift striped 

CCL) SAE eee: T.s. proximus 

Three striped 

J eRe es T. ordinatus 

Three striped 

water snake........... N. septemvitiata 

Western striped 

eS ee eee M. taeniatus 
Throated 

White-throated 

1 ER SEER C. c. constrictor 
Tricolor 

Tricolor ground 

ORE ETE. Chionactis 

Tricolor spade- 

nosed snake........... C. o. annulatus 
Tricolored 

Tricolored 


ground snake........ C. o. occipitalis 
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PROCEDURE IN STANDARDIZATION OF NAMES 


Vernacular names may lead to a maze of contradictions. In the southeast a 
turtie may be a “gopher.” A true gopher may be a “salamander.” A _ true 
salamander may be a “lizard.” One lizard may be a “racer” or “whip tail,” yet a 
racer usually means a snake, coachwhip, or whiptail snake. A “whiptail’ may 
mean a scorpion but “scorpion” may mean a lizard. Thus we might proceed farther. 
Should we therefore throw over vernacular names? Not necessarily so. 


Vernacular names sometimes are far more appropriately applied than those 
common names to which a scientist clings. For example, the most common snake is 
customarily called the garter snake. Definitions say that grass and ribbon snakes, 
because of their striped coloration, are called garter snakes. One customarily thinks 
of a garter as a circular band. Does or did longitudinal striping carry in your mind 
the immediate idea of “garter”? 


We call all Thamnophis garter snakes, and some slender Natrix species (such 
as N. septemvittata), yet the common people of the south and southwest are much 
more appropriate in calling all the forms of Lampropeltis doliata, Micrurus fulvius, 
and similarly banded snakes, “garter snakes.” None of us can seriously deny 
this fact. 


In order to arrive at a fair appreciation of what is the preferable name for 
each form, we have sought each name employed in the N. A. historical, popular 
and scientific articles which pertain to snakes. Most of this material is now 
surveyed for the reptiles except some items for the Pacific coast and plateau states. 
To appraise this material we must see the whole picture from the earliest times until 
today. Were we to pick what would suit our present specialists, we would have 
to know whether one group was revised by an enthusiastic tyro not long in 
herpetology or field experience or a Nestor growing careless with years or meticulous 
to the end. Yet the latter master might have special predilections. Were we to 
choose Northern Rattlesnake for C. h. horridus, would it be appropriate were the 
few colonies in New England and New York to disappear? Might not the same be 
said for areas north of the Ohio River with this form dwindling? 


In 1937 Wm. H. Cheesman and Paul H. Oehser, editors, respectively, in the 
U. S. Bureau of Biological Survey and in the U. S. National Museum, published 
their “The Spelling of Common Names of Birds” with a bibliography of over 40 
citations on the common-name problem. They made many good suggestions as a 
subcommittee of the A. O. U. Committee on Classification and Nomenclature but 
that organization has been in existence a long time and might more readily accept 
the suggestions. But I am sure a rule such as “Omit the hyphen - - - 5, in names 
containing the word ‘bird’ as a part of the name; e. g., catbird, mockingbird, 
shorebird, hummingbird” would not yet obtain with “snake.” I fear we would 
not write ratsnake, but “rat-snake” or more likely “rat snake.” Botanically, these 
government editors would not write “pond-weed” or pond weed” but “pondweed.” 


The age of your scientific group and its journals, the number of devotees, and 
many other factors enter. The U. S. Geographic Board or the botanists and horti- 
culturists officially can cut out the possessive “s” or patronymics more readily than 
we can. They are widespread, numerous, Sounnencal touch many more activities 
than our limited group. Yet we personally have no serious objection to Arny 
ring-necked snake, Barbour pigmy snake, Blanchard pine snake, Cooper garter 
snake, DeKay snake, Emory Coluber, Fairlie ribbon snake, etc. Will the guild 
accept the elimination of the possessive? 


METHODS OF DETERMINATION 
I. Past Usage (Evaluation methods) 
(1) Simple count. 


Were one to take a simple series of snake names for one species we count one 
unit for the author who has used each name. If Strecker used southern green snake 
six times, our evaluation of his usage in this procedure would be six units. Were 
we to appraise the whole list of eighteen common names of Opheodrys aestivus, we 
might have these units: 
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Common name: Method: 



































(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
Rough Green Snake 33 23.54 54 Rough 36 
Green 101 
Green Snake 26 22.33 at 
Keeled Green Snake... eee 16 16.00 % Keeled 18 
| Green 101 
Southern Green Snake..........000.00000..-..... 13 7.28 is Southern 13 
2, Green 101 
Grass Snake............. 3 3 © 
Summer Green Snake.............-..:.00-cec0--- 6 5.5 a Summer 8 
+S Green 101 
Roughscaled Green Snake 2 2 § 
Keel-scaled Green Snake...................... 2 2 = etc. 
Magnolia Snake...... 2 2 4 
Rough-coated Green Snake.................. 1 ad 
Green Summer Snake.........00.0000.0000..00... 1 6 
Summer Snake ae | a 
Green Grass Snake.....................-- 1 
Obl, Ln Sass eae 1 
Green Bush Snake. 1 
Tree Snake............... 1 
Green Bree SNaKe. ................0c<c-.cscecs-s0s 1 
REPOCTA WV IND STB once ccccccnsecenens 1 
112 


(2) Graduated credits. 

Strecker employed Rough Green Snake eight times (1. + .55 + .33 + .25 + .20 
+ .166 + .14 + .125). Evaluated by Method 2 this means 2.71 credits instead of 8. 
In the same way Netting used it three times (1.0 + .5 + .33) or 1.83 credits, 
not 3. Bailey, Burt, Corrington, Eckel, Force and Ortenburger each used it twice 
(1.0 + .5) or a total of 9 credits for all these authors, not 12 by usage. 

This leaves then of the 33 usages only 10 not to be evaluated. These 10 plus 
Strecker’s 2.71 (not 8) plus Netting’s 1.83 (not 3) plus Bailey’s, Burt’s, Corrington’s, 
Eckel’s, Force’s and Ortenburger’s 1.5 each or 9 total (not 12 by usage), a final 
total of 23.54 (13.54 + 10). 

(3) Graduated preference credits. 

If some author in a paper gives a list of names for one species in order of his 
preference, possibly one might evaluate them thus: 1 unit for his preferred name, 
one-half unit for the second in the list, one-third for his third name, and thus down 
the list. For example, in the appraisal of a very common snake, Heterodon 
platyrhinos, Spreading Adder, 74, has a close rival in Hog-nosed Snake, 61, by 
method (1). In respective papers, Stejneger, 1925, makes Spreading Adder his first 
preference; Blanchard, 1928, his second preference; Bailey, 1933, his third pref- 
erence; Spaid, 1903, fifth preference; Strecker, 1928, seventh preference, etc. Should 
these be appraised at .1, .5, .33, .20, and .14, respectively, in evaluation of proper 
name by criterion of the preferred usage (1st to 7th place)? 

(4) Evaluated Synonyms or Equity credit. 

Suppose Rough Green Snake and Summer Green Snake had the same number 
of units by method (1), which name would one choose? Then it might be per- 
missible to evaluate synonyms to determine what equity the two adjectives “rough” 
and “summer” had. 


In the former table there are: 











Keeled Green Snake.....20....0........eceeceeeeeeeeee ... 16 units 
BUM) TOCRURG ASPRON TSMOC aaa. n ccc kccccssdcecckckcacckssntascacecsscsccsenecesen 2 units 
Keel Scaled Green Snake... .. 2 units 
Rough Coated Green Snake...... .- 2 Unit 





The total, 21 units, might be added to the straight Rough Green Snake total, 33, 
thus making in all 54 units. 
(5) First, Second, Third Adjective Appraisal. ‘ 
Using the same Rough Green Snake table we might evaluate the first and 
second adjectives as follows. 
Rough (36) Green (101) Snake 
Green Snake 
Keeled (18) Green Snake 
Southern (13) Green Snake 
Summer (8) Green Snake 
Grass (4) Snake 
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In the whole 112 cases of usage the first adjective of all the names is Green in 
101 cases. Clearly Green must come into the name. The name Rough Green Snake 
by method (1) has been 33 times used but the adjective Rough has been used at 
three other times. This gives us Rough (36) or a combination of Rough (36) Green 
(101) Snake. 


(6) Comments. 


If one employ any method, usage or other criteria, there are times when it will 
become involved. For example take Lampropelfis doliata gentilis. “King” is the 
first modifier of “snake” in 25 of 42 usages while “milk” is used only 8 times. “King 
snake” alone is used 4 times; “milk snake” only 2 times. Therefore, “king snake” 
should be the preferred adjective. Of second adjectives “western” is used 13 times, 
“red” 4 times, “ringed” 5 times, “painted” once, southern once, etc. “Western king 
snake” appears 8 times and “western milk snake” 5 times. Very clearly by method 
(1) “Western king snake” should be used or by a combination of methods 4 and 5 it 
would be western (13 king (25) snake. Still many herpetologists would prefer to 
keep “king snake” more especially for the getulus group, and “milk snake” for the 
doliata group. 


To most people we fancy methods 2-5 might be distasteful, seem trivial, but 
actual cases arise where they have been employed from necessity to determine the 
desirable common name. In general, we would prefer method (1). We suppose that 
in most cases method 1 will prevail. The people in the region of the animal’s 
greatest abundance will eventually determine the common name, just by the 
preponderance of their number of times of usage. 


In spite of our emphasis of method (1) we know its shortcomings. For example, 
for Thamnophis eques cyrtopsis we arrive at White-bellied garter snake (12—Van 
Denburgh 1922) and Brown garter snake (7 Ditmars) as first and second choices on 
the basis of book name votes from alcoholic specimens. In life, the belly is more 
likely grape green, water green, corydale green, pinkish vinaceous, salmon flecked, 
etc. Ditmars has Plate LXX labelled Eutaenia elegans marciana. It is T. eques. On 
page 229 (1908) he speaks of it as “larger” “stouter” than other Eutaenia elegans 
species. T. marcianus is slim. On page 230 he speaks of his supposed T. marcianus as 
“handsome” “checker board,” etc. He is dealing with T. eques cyrptopsis. The 
T. marcianus literature is full of misidentifications. Van Denburgh’s Ditmars’ name 
(white-bellied), rules. Ditmars did not know this form. Van Denburgh did not illus- 
trate this form, but J. R. Slevin, his collector, probably saw it alive. As a conse- 
quence of Ditmars’ mistake, Strecker had considerable difficulty with the marcianus 
eques problem. Here usage leads us far astray. 


Il. Authority Determination 


When one canvasses all the common names each species has had, he sees 
different authority usage and the passing of names preferred by Holbrook, Baird, 
Garman, Brown, Cope, Stejneger, Van Denburgh, etc. Today some of the 
revisionists use Eastern and Western or Northern and Southern to designate sub- 
species, yet in the past authors used Southern more than Northern, Western more 
than Eastern. For both Eastern and Northern the word “The,” “Common” and 
other similar terms were employed. If some groups be imperfectly described or 
designated then terms preferred by the best present revisionist might have to go. 
In general, I might prefer to follow Klauber in rattlesnake names but his ideas, 
like those of other alert workers have to change with the new knowledge and 
material. Once he might emphasize a Crotalus confluentus cerberus; later he might 
place it as a synonym of C, v. oreganus; today he has it again a separate cerberus. 
In general, we might prefer his common names for Phyllorhynchus, Leptotyphlops, 
Lichanura, etc., because he sees a wealth of material living and preserved and lives 
in the region of his groups. But other revisionists might have little or no experience 
with his groups, be distant from the locus of his group, or he might be a senior 
newly launched into a study where he must get one or two new forms out of the 
exercise. I suspect that the personal equation of present authority is so great that 
usage for 100 years is about as good as any series of names a chance group of 
experts of any period might choose, yet I’m not necessarily against the common 
name some competent revisionists choose. A combination of methods I and II 
probably is desirable. 
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If you want to see the scientific taxonomist at his best, see the spawn of 
common names. He religiously keeps to the rules of scientific nomenclature but 
goes all out in his individuality in common names. Each tries with almost mission- 
ary zeal to establish a new combination and if he commands enough followers, in 
time the name sticks by common usage. But in the all time survey see the shifts 
of usage in common names. Witness the rattlesnake. 


There are many factors which come into this determination of values. We 
have: The Rattlesnake, Common Rattlesnake, Banded Rattlesnake, Timber Rattle- 
snake, Rock Rattlesnake, Northern Rattlesnake, Eastern Rattlesnake, Mountain 
Rattlesnake, Yellow Rattlesnake, Black Rattlesnake, or Yellowish Brown Rattle- 
snake and more names. 


Rattlesnake probably will lead in usage. We accord usage first place, not 
“The” and “Common.” In this instance Banded Rattlesnake comes next in usage 
units. Were it a more structural character than color it would be more useful, but 
Banded should come before some others. In general, a pattern color probably 
should come before a black color for we have diverse colors, yellow, black and 
yellowish brown in the common names of the Rattlesnake. 


I prefer habitat to region, i. e. Timber Rattlesnake to Northern Rattlesnake. 
We have pointed out how inappropriate Northern may be a few years hence in 
this snake’s case. Surely, distinctive structural characters should precede habitat 
or regional names. Abundance or first discovery or Atlantic seaboard species may 
bear the The or Common but will this always be appropriate? Certainly, these 
names should precede personal or possessive personal names. 


Present practice or authority might wish to dictate usage but see where up-to- 
date usage leads us. Crotalus lepidus lepidus has Green Rattlesnake used 16 times 
from Mitchell 1906 onwards and C. 1. klauberi Green Rattlesnake 9 times from 
Ditmars 1907 onwards, yet “rock rattlesnake” for this species never saw the light 
until 1936, about the time certain students of the group began seeing it alive. “Rock 
rattlesnake” has been used in only 14 cases for 6 different “rock rattlesnake” com- 
binations. We have also found other rattlers in the southwest since 1917 as rock 
dwellers. The layman may well ask, “What is a common name—what is its use?” 


Still one must recognize there are certain tendencies in each generation. Today 
many prefer rattler to rattlesnake; many abbreviate; many push combinations 
together. With more general education some of the niceties of the educated cult 
go. More than in the period of 50 or 40 years ago some scientists and others would 
prefer to forget comma counters or hyphen hunters (as some disrespectively call 
editors) and join the “Hang-the-Hyphen” cohort. Still, are we to abandon hyphens 
entirely? 


We have over 200 species and subspecies of snakes in the U. S. A. Will the 
lay, general public, and scientists call such a paper as this study much ado about 
nothing—a whole small volume of common names? It shows how man can phrase 
or express the same idea with a variety of adjectives, figures of speech, etc. 


Each writer and person in herpetology is now trying a strong hand at coining 
anew name. See in the period from Ditmars 1936 through several recent excellent 
texts the great number of new combinations in common names newly spawned. 
Many times on the basis of usage each new name will have only 1-3 votes. If we 
continue to create new names as we have from 1936-1942 many species might 
possibly approximate the 61 or more common names of Heterodon platyrhinos. In 
any event, this condition shows herpetology is growing lustily, will arrive some 
day at the stage of the A. O. U. when it called the government printing office to 

their common names. Still this organization cannot entirely solve the 
«problem with any “Style brief.” They finally confess when in doubt they fall back 


S* on.Webster’s International Dictionary. In any event, we have a wealth of common 


names. Let us go slow, and delegate to no hurried committee of special or dominant 
“predilections ‘the task of determining the preferred or authoritative name. Possibly 
time and numerous workers will slowly work out a good schema. 
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